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Chapter 4: “The Strong Apostle” 
Thus far in the series on 1 Corinthians, we have covered many “Strongs” concerning the 

Corinthian church.  

• In chapter 1 we discussed the strong division in the church and the strong wisdom of 

God. 

• In chapter 2 we covered the strong gospel we have as Christians.  

• In chapter 3 we studied the strong church, which is the one that fights division that arises 

in the congregation. 

• In chapter 4 we will be covering a strong apostle named Paul. He will begin a dialogue 

against the practice of fornication by the church beginning in chapter 5. How the 

Corinthians view Paul will ultimately determine how great they will listen to him and 

overcome this problem. 

 

What is it about Paul that makes him one of the most beloved figures of the Bible? Besides being  

the most prolific writer of the NT, penning at least 13 letters that we have today, there are many 

reasons to like him. 

 

• He made a great turn-around. –He used to kill Christians for a living prior to his 

conversion to Christianity. 

• He was passionate about Christ. –Many of our favorite quotes of the NT are his words of 

inspiration. 

• He was devout. –His faith was great not only to those in the first-century church, but to 

us as well of the twenty-first century. 

 
We would be wise to listen to him for he was an apostle of Jesus Christ. Many in the Corinthian 

church were not listening while he was carrying out the mission work. Here are six reasons that 

Paul provided the Corinthian church so that they would know he was a strong apostle. 

 

I) He was a Servant and Steward. 
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God. 
2
 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found 

trustworthy. 
3
 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human 

court; in fact, I do not even examine myself. 
 4
 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I 

am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord. 
5
 Therefore do not go on 

passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the 

things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s 

praise will come to him from God. 

 

• In chapter 3:5 Paul refers to himself as a servant (diakonos) to describe his ministry to the 

Corinthians. That is one whom is a willing slave. In 4:1 he called himself another word 

for servant (hyperetes), meaning the under-rower. Oared ships in those days would have 

dozens of rowers beneath the deck that were required to all be in harmony with each 

other in order for it to work properly. It was the lowest of jobs in comparison to the pilot 

and captain of the ship, usually reserved for new sailors and even prisoners. When you 

applied it to Paul’s apostleship concerning the Corinthians, he was just a lowly servant 
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oaring away with the other “below deck” workers that you might not see nor hear, He 

helped keep things running smoothly for the captain and the other passengers. In this case 

the Captain is Jesus and the passengers are the Corinthians. 

• He uses a second word to describe himself, oikonomos or steward. It is not the steward on 

a ship, but the manager of a property of an absentee owner. Luke 12:42 And the Lord 

said, “Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge 

of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? Paul was not the owner of 

the church, but a wise and faithful steward to facilitate the master plans for the Owner, 

which was God. 

• Some in the Corinthian church were calling into question his position as a servant and a 

steward. They were diminishing his situation as an apostle in his menial tasks as a tent-

maker and as an authoritative figure toward them. They were calling him into the human 

court of opinion with their worldly perspective; therefore Paul reminded them to wait 

until God’s court in the Day of Judgment and they could see how well it went for them at 

that time. Only God, the Master and Owner of heaven can and will make that call. We 

should not resist a strong apostle like Paul because he was a servant and a steward. 

 

II) He was Scriptural. 
1 Corinthians 4:6-7 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos 

for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you 

will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 
7
 For who regards you as superior? What 

do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had 

not received it?  

 

• The Corinthians are filled with pride and division, actually requesting another visit from 

the great speaker Apollos (1 Cor 16:12) rather than sticking with what they have been 

taught. They were deviating from what Paul had taught them through the Old Testament 

and inspiration. They wanted to elevate their earthly and human wisdom above that 

which Paul had given them through God. Paul was always very clear about allowing 

man’s wisdom to come before God’s wisdom. A quick look at the second chapter of 

Colossians should confirm this. 

o Col 2:4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 

o Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary 

principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

o Col 2:23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in 

self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are 

of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

• Paul was a Strong Apostle because he was Scriptural. 

  

III) He was Tested. 
1 Corinthians 4:8-13 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become 

kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with 

you. 
9
 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because 

we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 
10

 We are fools for Christ’s 

sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but 
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we are without honor. 
11

 To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly 

clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; 
12

 and we toil, working with our own hands; 

when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; 
13

 when we are slandered, we 

try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until 

now.  

 

• The Corinthians really placed much emphasis on professional speakers and felt they had 

cornered the market concerning so. They were using the spiritual gift of tongues to wax 

eloquently within the worship service (1 Cor 13:1). They were elevating the speaking 

skills of Apollos over Paul (2 Cor 10:10). They thought they were so special that in their 

mind they were kings. 

• During this time only Caesar had the right to send criminals or captives into the arena to 

fight to the death, but not now because the Corinthians belittled Paul. To the Corinthians, 

Paul was a fool, but they were wise. Paul was weak, but they were strong. Paul was 

without honor, but they were distinguished. 

• Paul goes ahead and takes it all the way by showing the true testing ground of a strong 

apostle. He had the … 

o The diet of a tested apostle –hunger and thirst. 

o The clothing of a tested apostle –worn out and faded clothing. 

o The treatment of a tested apostle –the abuse of those around him. 

o The home of a tested apostle –on the streets of wherever the mission led him. 

o The labor of a tested apostle –the hard work of tent-making or whatever job he 

was blessed to find. 

o The revilement of a tested apostle –receiving sneering faces, snide remarks and 

sneaky tricks. 

o The persecution of a tested apostle –stonings, beatings, false witnesses and 

imprisonments.  

o The reception of a tested apostle –the outright slander that was levied against him.  

o He was treated like the scum of the world by the world in order to reach out to the 

same world to be saved from it. 

• He was a strong apostle and we can say that because he was Tested. 

 

IV) He was Protective. 
1 Corinthians 4:14-15 I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my 

beloved children. 
15

 For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have 

many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 

 

• The word for “tutors” referred to the guardians that accompanied a wealthy family’s 

children to school. In some versions it actually reads guardians. Paul was not looking out 

for them like a hired hand, but as a father that first brought them the gospel.  

o It was Paul that first showed up at Corinth and preached to them the gospel in the 

synagogues (Acts 18:4). 

o It was Paul that led the first souls of the Corinthian church to the waters of 

baptism (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor 1:14). 

o It was Paul that stayed on at Corinth for eighteen months, converted many and 

saw to it that they were growing in respect to salvation (Acts 18:11). 
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• Paul was their spiritual father and now they were treating him like a hired hand. He was a 

protector for them and now they acted like the red-headed step child. The father has a 

greater protection of the children, for he is the one that hires the guardian. The 

Corinthians would never error in the understanding of this in the physical realm, but they 

were erring in the spiritual realm. 

• We can call Paul a strong apostle because he was so Protective. 

 

V) He was Consistent. 
1 Corinthians 4:16-17 Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me. 

17
 For this reason I have sent to 

you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my 

ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.  

 

• In the Roman society there was great pressure to set out on a career and stick with it. To 

switch jobs over and over would be very shameful. When Paul taught them the gospel, he 

set a good example of living by faith that they would do well to imitate. That is the career 

of the Christian that they set out on when they first converted and were excited about the 

covenant they entered. Paul does not have to shame them if they so choose not to follow 

the pattern.  

• The pattern of the Christian life that Paul taught them to have was the same lesson that he 

taught in all the churches that the mission trail carried him to. He did not teach one thing 

over there and another thing over here, but one pattern for the one church that the one 

Christ has called us to be. 

• We can call Paul a strong apostle because he was absolutely Consistent. 

 

VI) He was a Disciplinarian.  
Corinthians 4:18-21 Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 

19 

But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who 

are arrogant but their power. 
20

 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power. 
21

 What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit of gentleness? 

 

• Just like all the other orators made the repeated circuit, the Corinthian church expected 

Paul to be coming back as well. He makes it known to them that he will confront those 

whom are stirring up all the controversy when he arrives. He was not going to ignore it or 

sweep it under a rug.  

• He gives them the choice, shape up or ship out. He offers them a rod of discipline or love 

and spirit of gentleness. He is not afraid to call it like he saw it. The Corinthians need to 

get their house in order or Paul will do it for them. We will see this demonstrated to a 

deeper level when he begins his dialogue against the fornication that has crept into the 

church Make no mistake, Paul is serious about discipline. 

• We can call Paul the strong apostle because he was a Disciplinarian.  

 

We must consider Paul a strong apostle, for this chapter gives us six reasons to conclude this. 

• He was a Servant and a Steward. He was Scriptural. He was Tested. He was 

Protective. He was Consistent. He was a Disciplinarian.  

 

 


