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We all agree that reaching out to others of the world with the gospel of Christ is so important, yet 

we often fail to do so. The reasons are many such as a lack of training, a lack of personal purity  

or even a lack of opportunity. Matthew 7:13 “…for the gate is wide and the way is broad that 

leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.” Whatever the reason, most of the 

people around us in our daily lives will not be going to heaven in part because we have not 

reached out to the with the “gospel of your salvation” (Eph 1:13). Two obligatory facts emerge 

from this dilemma. 

 

1) The lost have an obligation to respond to the gospel.  

2) The saved have the obligation to spread the gospel. 

 

This is the reason for the 2012 Camp Hill Evangelism Series. Unless we adopt the attitude of 

evangelism, we cannot be the people of God that He wants us to be for the people of the world 

that He wants them not to be. Evangelism is not only an expectation, but an attitude. 

 

The Conversion of Cornelius 
Acts 10:1-8 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called 

the Italian cohort, 
2
 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many 

alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God continually. 
3
 About the ninth hour of the day he 

clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in and said to him, “Cornelius!” 
4
 And 

fixing his gaze on him and being much alarmed, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, 

“Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 
5
 “Now dispatch some men to 

Joppa and send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter; 
6
 he is staying with a tanner 

named Simon, whose house is by the sea.” 
7
 When the angel who was speaking to him had left, 

he summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of those who were his personal attendants,  
8
 and after he had explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.  

. 

• Cornelius was a Roman military leader that had one hundred soldiers under his control. 

He was from a city called Caesarea, a strategically-positioned coastal city on the eastern 

side of the Mediterranean.  

• He turned his back on the futility of Roman and Greek gods, seeking the God of the 

Israelites. The evidence of this is obvious. 

o He was devout in his approach. 

o He was reverent in his demeanor. 

o He was sincere in his petitions. 

o He was generous in his giving. 

• He had a relationship with God, but it was not of a saving nature. Being a gentile and a 

soldier forced him in a position of impossible distance from God. A Roman soldier could 

not become a proselyte and a gentile could not be Jewish by birth. With two strikes 

against him, he sought out God the best that he could, but his best would never be good 

enough without the best of Christ. 

• God sent an angel in a vision to him carrying the answer of his prayers. He wanted more 

than anything to be a child of God and the messenger of this salvation was a stranger 
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named Peter in a town thirty-six miles south in a town called Joppa. Cornelius the gentile 

sent for Peter the Jew to capitalize on the offer. 

 

Acts 11:44-48 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 

were listening to the message. 
45

 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
46

 For they 

were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 
47

 “Surely no 

one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

did, can he?” 
48

 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 

him to stay on for a few days.  

 

• Peter came to Caesarea to introduced Cornelius and his whole household to the saving 

message of the gospel of Christ. He told Him about the powers of the Holy Spirit that 

Jesus possessed (38), that the devil was against him and God was for Him (38), that He 

was put to death by the Jews by hanging Him on the cross and that God raised Him up on 

the third day (39-40). He told that that God hath appointed this Jesus to be the God of the 

living and the dead and the prophecies of old that He would bring the forgiveness of sins 

(42-43).  

• Peter could see that the message did not fall on deaf ears for the evidence of the Holy 

Spirit fell on them as it had from the beginning of the Jewish church in the Book of Acts. 

To this Jesus brought salvation through the lips of Peter to Cornelius and all his 

household. 

• The point of the lesson thus far was not that it took Peter to bring the gospel to Cornelius 

to be saved. We already knew that lost people are to receive the gospel to become saved 

people. That is evangelism, but it is the core attitude of conversion that we are looking for 

in this lesson. 

 

Flashback 
What is core evangelism attitude that wins? 
Acts 10:9-16 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up 

on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 
10

 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; 

but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; 
11

 and he saw the sky opened up, 

and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, 
12

 and there 

were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. 
13

 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” 
14

 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I 

have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” 
15

 Again a voice came to him a second time, 

“What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 
16

 This happened three times, and 

immediately the object was taken up into the sky.  

 
• It was about lunchtime and Peter went up for some prayerful meditation before it was 

prepared. We do not know what they were preparing in the kitchen below, but it would 

have been from the clean Jewish menu as prescribed to the Jews in the Law (Leviticus 

11). They were very serious about not eating pork, shellfish, birds of prey or any other 

foods that were banned from the list. They actually took great pride in their God-chosen 

diet over the “filthy gentiles” choice of victuals.  
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• Antiochus Epiphanes ordered everyone in his kingdom (which included Israel) to give up 

their ancestral customs “that all should be one people” (1 Macc. 1:41). This included a 

specific command to “sacrifice swine and unclean (koina) animals.” The commitment not 

to defile themselves with impure food was so strong in Israel that many gave their lives to 

obey it: “But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat 

unclean food. They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy 

covenant; and they did die” (1 Macc. 1:62–63). –Clinton Arnold Commentary on Acts 
• This whole vision would have been quite confusing for Peter because he had always 

taken great pride in being part of the chosen people of God and now the chosen people of 

Christ. This would soon change. 
 

God’s Rooftop Conversion 
Acts 10:17-23 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he 

had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for 

Simon’s house, appeared at the gate; 
18

 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who 

was also called Peter, was staying there. 
19

 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit 

said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 
20

 “But get up, go downstairs and 

accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.” 
21

 Peter went down to the 

men and said, “Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for which you have 

come?” 
22

 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well spoken of 

by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to 

his house and hear a message from you.” 
23

 So he invited them in and gave them lodging. 

 

• As the scripture states, Peter was still very much perplexed about what the vision should 

mean. It was about to make sense because at that very moment the gentile messengers 

from Cornelius knocked at the door and the Spirit told Peter that they were looking for 

him to go to the gentile Cornelius.  

• It was here that something marvelous happened in the heart of Peter. Although he could 

invite gentiles into his dwelling, this was often frowned upon. Any contact with them was 

very much taboo because they were not to be around gentiles because of the perception of 

being defiled. Separate yourself from the gentiles, and do not eat with them, and do not 

perform deeds like theirs. And do not become associates of theirs. Because their deeds 

are defiled, and all of their ways are contaminated, and despicable, and abominable 

(Jub. 22:16).  

• Peter was being compelled into accepting that the gentiles were now being viewed as 

clean in the eyes of God.
 
 Verse 11:12 actually states that “The Spirit told me to go with 

them without misgivings.” This was something that simply should not be done, but 

“What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy” i.e. gentiles. 

• Acts 10:34-26 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God 

is not one to show partiality, 
35

 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what 

is right is welcome to Him. 
36

 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching 

peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)… 

• As far as God is concerned, EVERYBODY HAS A SOUL! 
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Definition of the Soul 
Merriam Webster’s defines it as the immaterial essence, animating principle, or actuating cause 

of an individual life. 

Harper’s Bible Dictionary: Soul refers to one’s life: Herod sought Jesus’ soul (Matt. 2:20); one 

might save a soul or take it (Mark 3:4). Death occurs when God ‘requires your soul’ (Luke 

12:20). ‘Soul’ may refer to the whole person, the self: ‘three thousand souls’ were converted in 

Acts 2:41 (see Acts 3:23). Although the Greek idea of an immortal soul different in kind from 

the mortal body is not evident, ‘soul’ denotes the existence of a person after death (see Luke 

9:25; 12:4; 21:19); yet Greek influence may be found in 1 Peter’s remark about ‘the salvation of 

souls’ (1:9). 

 

• Contextually pertaining to the study, the soul is the inner man and the body is your outer 

man. As Paul stated in 2 Cor 4:16 “…though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner 

man is being renewed day by day.” Your soul is the part of you that envelopes your 

morality, your desires, your thoughts, your passions and your personality. Your soul is 

what makes you…YOU.  

 

The True Evangelistic Attitude: Everybody has a soul. 
• This has always been the attitude that works best for both the lost and the saved. Peter 

went up on the roof with the concept that only Jews had a soul that could be saved, but 

came down from the roof with a new perspective, EVERYBODY HAS A SOUL! 

 

Jesus treated every one like they had a soul. 
John 4:7-9 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 
8
 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 

9
 Therefore the Samaritan woman 

said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan 

woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)  

 

• Samaritans were considered outcasts by the Jews. For Jesus to even be speaking with her 

was out of the norm.  

• She was not only a Samaritan, but a woman, a sinful woman and an outcast among 

Samaritans. The disdain that Jesus could have had for her could have been great, yet He 

treated her as one with soul.  

• When the apostles came back from their shopping, they had a struggle to understand why 

Jesus would even being wasting His time on her. John 4:27At this point His disciples 

came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one said, 

“What do You seek?” or, “Why do You speak with her?” 

 

It was this evangelistic attitude that led to the conversion of many Samaritans a few years later in 

Acts chapter 8. 
• Acts 8:4-5 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 5 

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.  

• Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of 

God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 
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The Greatest Obstacle: US 
• This is the greatest obstacles to our evangelization of others. We know that all have a 

soul, but waver in and out of that fact. We allow the outward appearance or a worldview 

to take our mind off what is really important, that is, “Where is their soul going when the 

die?”  

• John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice, 
29

 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.  

• EVERYONE HAS A SOUL! The early Jewish converts had a problem rationalizing this, 

even concerning the conversion of Cornelius and his household.  Acts 11:1-3 Now the 

apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 
2 

And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were 

circumcised took issue with him, 
3
 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 

them.” 

• Everybody has a soul and we must look at that fact before we can be 

effective for the others around us. (Close with the power point of the soul.) 


