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CPreface

An idea was conceived some time ago to prepare a series of studies that would cover the
basic themes of the Bible and to have the study to continue for four quarters (covering one year).
This study is the first of the four that we plan to produce.

Belief or acceptance of the Bible as a standard for religious beliefs and practices is basic!
But men have raised questions as to whether the Bible is reliable, understandable, and practical
as a guide. We are hopeful that this first lesson of the four will deal sufficiently with these
questions.

King David stated in the Psalms (19:10) that God’s Word was “More precious than fine
gold.” To most people this would be an astounding statement to be made about a religious book,
but to those that have put it to the test it is considered a very accurate statement. David also
added: “Your word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (119:105). And again he
stated: “The opening of your word gives light; it gives understanding unto the simple.”
(119:130). The above statements are certainly great praise for any book.

But other well-known men have made similar evaluations of the Bible. William Lyon
Phelps is reputed as saying: “I believe a knowledge of the Bible without a college course is more
valuable than a college course without a Bible.” Thomas H. Huxley observed: “The Bible has
been the Magna Charta of the poor and the oppressed.” And along that same line, Horace
Greeley proclaimed: “It is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible reading people.”
The words of Immanual Kant summarize the thoughts of many about the Bible when he said:
“The Bible is the greatest benefit which the human race has ever experienced.”

If you do not have this evaluation of the Bible, we are hopeful that after this study that
you will begin to see its great value to your life. We hope that you will be able to go through all
four studies that are listed on the title page.

Paul E. Cantrell
2005
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Lesson One

“Basic and Practical Facts about the Bible”

“Before there was a Bible....... ” Does this surprise you? Had you ever thought about
the fact that the Bible as we know it was not in existence for hundreds of years after man’s
beginning. According to the Biblical account, man had access to Adam for any information about
God’s dealings with man for some 930 years (Genesis 5:5). Mankind also had access to Seth and
his righteous lineage as well (Genesis 4:26). Even though all mankind finally became so wicked
that God had to destroy them, yet there was one righteous man with which He was able to
replenish mankind on the earth—NOAH! (Genesis 6:1-8).

Did mankind become so wicked because there was no Bible to help direct them? I am not
in a position to say one way or another—not knowing the full situation. However, we can know
that God held them accountable for their wickedness, so they must have had some way of
knowing what was expected of them. Paul, in writing to the church at Rome, gives some
indication of man’s accountability—even without a Bible (Romans 1:18-32; 2:12-16). We do
know that the Bible’s influence on people and nations has been great—when it was respected
and an effort made to follow its teachings. The wise man observed: “Righteousness exalts a
nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34).

WHEN DID THE BIBLE BEGIN TO BE WRITTEN DOWN?

An interesting observation about the first part of the Bible (the Old Testament) is that it
was not given to all mankind, but to the Jewish (Israelite) Nation. The “Gentile” world, as such,
never had access to the “Old Testament” for hundreds of years. It was finally translated into the
Greek language in the 3™ century B.C. and made more accessible to the Greek speaking world.
The Old Testament section of the Bible took some 1100 years to be finalized (1500-400 B.C.).
But the New Testament took only about 50 years to be finalized (50-100 A.D.). It is believed that
at least some 40 men were used by God to write the Bible down covering a period of about 1600
years. The Old Testament books were written in Hebrew, with a few exceptions in the book of
Daniel. This was one of the Semitic languages used in Southeast Asia. After 600 B.C., its use
generally ceased among the Jewish people as their spoken language and was succeeded by the
Aramaic language which was spoken in Jesus’ time on earth. However, the Scribes and religious
leaders still used the Hebrew language in order to study and teach the Old Testament to the
people. The New Testament was written in the Greek language (Koine Greek), which made its
circulation much easier among all nations.

THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

In Jesus’ time on earth, we learn how the Jews had arranged the Old Testament books.
The indication is found in Luke 24:44: “And He said unto them, these are the words which 1
spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written
in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me.” The present
arrangement of the books of the Old Testament combined with the New Testament books
occurred in about the3rd century A.D. The Bible was divided into chapters in 1250 A.D., and the
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New Testament was divided into verses in 1551 A.D. A short time later (1560 A.D.) the whole
Bible was divided into chapters and verses and printed—known as the “Geneva Bible.” The
present arrangement of the Old Testament books are as follows:
Law -- Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.
History -- Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuels, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther.
Poetry -- Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.
Major Prophets -- Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel.
Minor Prophets -- Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.
The present arrangement of the New Testament books are as follows:
Gospels -- Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
History -- Acts
Letters of Paul -- Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, Philemon, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus,
(Hebrews?).
General Letters -- James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, Jude
Prophecy -- Revelation

THE BIBLE CONTAINS TWO GREAT COVENANTS

The word “covenant” is used to identify an agreement between two parties in which rules
and regulations are spelled out and rewards are offered when the agreement is kept. God made
the first great covenant with the Jewish (Israelite) Nation (Deuteronomy 5:1-4). It was given
through Moses (Malachi 4:4) and it was to be kept throughout their generations until the
“anointed One” should come (Galatians 3:19). It contained a perfect Law, as such, but the people
were not able to keep it perfectly (Romans 7:12; 8:1-4; Hebrews 8:6-8). Thus, the Law of Moses
helped the people to see their need of Christ (Galatians 3:15-25), who was to be the Redeemer
for all mankind. Jesus was born as a Jew and lived under the Law of Moses (Galatians 4:4-5). He
came to live the Law perfectly, so that He could become the perfect sacrifice for sin (John 1:29;
Matthew 5:17-18). The Old Covenant had served its purpose and a New Covenant was given by
Christ that went into effect at His death (Hebrews 8:6-8, 13; 9:15-22). All nations are now to be
given the opportunity to come under that agreement with God (Matthew 28:18-20).

NAMES OF THE BIBLE

The term “Bible” is a transliteration of the Greek word “Biblos” which has reference to
“the writings.” Historically, the expression “Holy Bible” was first used by Chrysostom in the 4
century A.D. to refer to the “Word of God.” Quite a few terms are used in the Bible with
reference to itself. Following are the terms used to refer to the Old Testament or Covenant (2
Kings 23:2; 2 Corinthians 3:14; Galatians 4:24; Hebrews 8:6-13; Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy
5:2; 9:11; 29:14; Jeremiah 31:31-34):

a) Scriptures — Matthew 21:42; Mark 14:49; Luke 24:32; John 5:39; Acts 18:24;

Romans 15:4, etc.
b) Holy Scriptures — Romans 1:2; 2 Timothy 3:15
c) The Law — Deuteronomy 1:5; 4:8; 4:44; 17:18; 33:4; Joshua 1:7; Ezra 7:12, 21;
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d) Matthew 5:17-18; Romans 3:20
e) The Law of Moses — Luke 24:44; John 1:17
f) The Law of God — Romans 7:22
g) The Law of the Lord — Psalm 1:2
h) The Law and the Prophets — Matthew 11:13; Luke 16:16; Romans 3:21
1) The Law of Sin and Death — Romans 7:23; 8:2
j) The Law of Righteousness — Romans 9:31
k) Schoolmaster — Galatians 3:24
1) The Law of Moses, the Prophets, the Psalms — Luke 24:44
m) The Letter — 2 Corinthians 3:6
n) The Ministration of Death, written and engraven in stones — 2 Corinthians 3:7
o) Handwriting of ordinances — Colossians 2:14
p) The Oracles of God — Romans 3:2
The following terms are used with reference to the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:6-13; 12:24, etc.):
a) The Gospel — Romans 1:16
b) The Word of God — Hebrews 4:12
¢) Truth —John 17:17; John 8:32
d) Spirit, or Law of the Spirit — 2 Corinthians 3:6; Romans 8:2
e) The Word of Life — Philippians 2:16
f) The Word of God’s Grace — Acts 20:32
g) The Word of Reconciliation — 2 Corinthians 5:19
h) The Word of Faith — Romans 10:8, 17
1) The Word of the Kingdom — Matthew 13:19
1) The Word of Righteousness — Hebrews 5:13
k) Word of Salvation — Acts 13:26
1) The Law of Liberty — James 2:12
m) Perfect Law of Liberty — James 1:25
n) Royal Law — James 2:8
The following terms are used as Symbols of both:
a) A Critic — Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 1:1-2; John 12:48-49
b) A Lamp or Light — Psalm 119:105
c) A Mirror — James 1:25
d) Food — Matthew 4:4; 5:6
1) Milk for babes — 1 Corinthians 3:2; 5:12-13
2) Strong Meat for men — 1 Corinthians 3:2; Hebrews 5:12-14
3) As Honey — Psalm 119:1-3
e) Fine Gold to enrich — Psalm 19:10
f) Fire — Psalm 39:3
g) Hammer — Jeremiah 23:29
h) Sword — Ephesians 6:17
1) Seed — Luke 8:11; 1 Peter 1:23
These terms applied to the Bible are of great significance when properly understood and will
help to bring about a greater respect for it.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The beginning of giving of the Bible makes it the world’s oldest book in common use.
Other religious writings may ante-date it, but they are not in use today. Other religious writings
have been given since, and are in common use today. The Bible was the first book to be printed
in movable type (1456 A.D.) and has been continuously on the world’s presses from that day to
this. It is a perennial best seller. It has been translated into all the main languages of the world.
The Bible has survived the onslaughts of some of the world’s smartest men. It has survived the
ages because of its great value in giving us answers to the basic issues of life: our origin, our
mission, and our destiny. No book comes close to it, nor has any book made the Bible obsolete.
Since it has survived this far, we believe it should be able to survive to the end of time!

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

. The Bible was written in only two languages.

. There are 39 books in the New Testament.

. There are 5 books of Law in the Old Testament.

. There are 14 books of History in the New Testament.

. There are about 15 years of silence between Jesus’ boyhood and His baptism.
. God used men over a period of 2000 years in writing the Bible.

. 1 John is one of the Gospels.

. Psalm is a book of History in the Old Testament.

. There are 65 books of the Bible.

. The Gentile World had no Law from God by which to live.

. A Covenant and Testament are not the same thing.

. The Law was given to the Israelites to last until the end of time.

. The Old Law was a perfect Law.

. Jesus was born, lived and died under the Law of Moses.

. The New Covenant only has one sacrifice for sin.

. Chrysostom was the person that gave the Bible its name, “Holy Scriptures.”
. The “Geneva Bible” was the first printed Bible with chapters and verses.

. Jesus’ death was a necessity before He could give us the New Covenant.

. Man lived on earth for hundreds of years before there was a Bible.

. It took about 1100 years for the Old Covenant to be finished.
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Lesson Two

“The Origin of the Bible”

No study about the Bible and its origin makes any sense unless there is a belief in a
higher Being—Deity—God! Without God there is no point nor purpose for religion—for the
very concept of religion is to bind man back to God. If we believe in God and that He created all
things, then it would make sense that He would have ways of revealing Himself to His creatures.
Two terms are used to describe this revealing: Natural Revelation and Supernatural Revelation.

Natural Revelation is a tangible way for man to logically conclude there must be a God
who has not only created us, but cares about us. As man observes the universe about him, he
seeks for an explanation of its existence. How could such exist unless created by a Being far
superior to man.

a) Psalm 19:1—“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is

declaring the work of His hands.”

b) Romans 1:19-20—*....because that which is known about God is evident within
them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen,
being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”

c) Acts 17:28—*“...for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’”

As man observes himself in contrast to all other living things, he is forced to the conclusion that
he alone, of all created things, is unique. Also, man realizes that he not only has the power of
choice which the lower animals do not have like himself, but that he has a sense of right and
wrong.

a) Romans 1:32—“And although they know the ordinance of God, that those who
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give
hearty approval to those who practice them.”

b) Romans 2:14-15—“For when Gentiles who do not have the Law (Supernatural
Revelation) do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a
law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts,
their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else
defending them...”

The natural revelation of God and of man’s responsibility to this God and to his fellow-man is
what should cause him to seek after and to fully know this God of creation.

Supernatural Revelation is what is needed for God to fully reveal Himself and His Will
to man. That which man is unable to know about God and His Will from Natural Revelation
must then be revealed to him by Supernatural Revelation. The purpose of this lesson is to see that
the Bible claims to be a Supernatural Revelation from God and how it was accomplished. It
would also be reasonable to expect God to tell us of this process in that revelation. This it has
done in literally hundreds of times in both Old and New Testaments. Some 3800 times in the Old
Testament expressions like the following are used: “The Lord Spoke,” “The Word of the Lord
came,” and “The Lord said,” etc. New Testament passages state the same thing, but more in
detail about how this Supernatural Revelation came into being.
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a) 2 Timothy 3:16—“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (God breathed)...”
b) John 16:13—“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all
the truth...”
c) Acts 2:4—“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.”
d) 2 Peter 1:21—*...for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”
e) 1 Corinthians 2:12-13—“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,
which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”
The Bible claims to be a “Supernatural” revelation from God! Honesty demands that we look at,
examine this claim carefully, and then make our decision to either accept or reject such a claim.

A DISTINCTION BETWEEN REVELATION AND INSPIRATION

The idea of “Revelation” is a revealing of something unknown, or unknowable by man.
The idea of “Inspiration” could include “Revelation” as well. God’s Spirit would not only reveal
something to the person but “divinely” guide him in the revealing of this “Revelation” to others
in a spoken, as well as, a written form. “Inspiration” can also be understood in the sense of
“divine” guidance in speaking or writing about things that are of common knowledge, records,
decrees, or experiences of the writer. “Inspiration” assures the correctness of what is spoken or
written down. It is not enough for God to reveal His mind to a person, but if others are to benefit
it must be put into words to express the exact thought given. Thus, “Inspiration” is generally
understood as the means of “divine guidance” exerted upon the person as he speaks or writes the
things that God wanted man to know.

The passage in 2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is “God-breathed”—giving the
impression that what is being spoken or written down is the product of a divine act. Psalm 33:6
gives an interesting parallel to this passage where it states that God breathed the heavens into
existence. 2 Peter 1:21 states clearly that Scripture is not of human origin, but divine!

There is evidence that the guidance of the Holy Spirit was able to make use of the
person’s vocabulary, experiences, events, previous knowledge, emotions and feelings in the
speaking and writing of the Bible. We do not know the full details of how the Holy Spirit was
able to accomplish His task. To go further than what the Bible reveals becomes speculation. But
we are given enough information and evidences to logically conclude what Paul stated in 1
Corinthians 14:37, “the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment.” Thus,
through the working of the Holy Spirit, a human being becomes the means of transmitting a
divine message from God. In a world filled with doubt and skepticism, the Bible claims to be the
final, divine, revelation of God and His Will to man. This is possibly the most consequential
statements which can be made about Christianity. In affirming this, we declare that God has
provided for mankind an understandable, complete and perfect expression of His Will in written
form!
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For Centuries, those who professed to be Christians accepted the Bible as from God,
authoritative, and as a guide religiously. Gradually, the traditions of men began to supersede the
Bible’s authority. During the “Reformation Movement” (1500°s onward), efforts were made to
return to the sole authoritativeness of the Bible as a guide for man. This brought about an
intensive effort to print and circulate the Bible world-wide so that all men might come to know
the contents of this book. Since the Reformation some religious groups and theologians have
turned from holding to this position and have turned more to man’s own thinking to determine
their course of religious beliefs and practices. The “Restoration Movement” (1800’s onward)
was a determined effort to hold to the Bible as the sole guide religiously and that it is an inspired
revelation from God—not the work of mere men.

REASONS FOR BELIEVING WHAT THE BIBLE CLAIMS ABOUT ITSELF

The very fact that the Bible makes the claim has to be honestly dealt with (2 Sam. 23:2;
Isaiah1:2; Ezekiel 1:3; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13; 2 Peter 1:21, etc. The claims are very clear and
overwhelming. It is both reasonable and logical that God would reveal His Will to man as well as
to divinely oversee the giving of that revelation to assure us of its accuracy.

To claim to believe in Jesus, but deny inspiration is inconsistent because Jesus Himself
recognized the Old Testament as inspired of God (Matthew 5:17-18; Luke 24:44-45). He also
promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide His Apostles into all truth (John 16:13; Acts 1:8).

The New Testament writers not only claimed guidance by the Spirit, but expected
obedience to their teaching as the Word of God (1 Corinthians 2:13; 14:37; 2 Thessalonians
3:14; 2:13).

Not only did the Apostles give their lives believing in the Bible’s inspiration, but so did
the early Christians accept their message as such.

The Bible’s contents lend great credibility to the conclusion of inspiration. Its morals are
of the highest; its impartiality is obvious; its calmness, its brevity, its all-sufficiency, and its
reasonableness of its description of God and man—all are logical reasons for believing the
Bible’s claim about itself.

The very fact that the Bible has endured the onslaughts of the greatest minds in the world
and its continuing great influence on the lives of men and women for good gives adequate reason
for believing in its inspiration.

But when one sees the unity of the Bible, its agreement with natural sciences, its
historical accuracy, and its fulfilled prophecies—there is possibly no other logical answer that
can be given to its origination, but God! These and other reasons could be given to show that the
Bible bears the mark of being divine in origin.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

. The Bible does not claim inspiration for itself.

. The Bible was inspired like Shakespeare was in his writings.

. God has revealed His love and grace to man through natural means.

. Inspiration insures correctness of the message given.

. The Bible cannot be correctly called the Word of God.

. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible is a far-fetched idea of a few radical minds.

. Jesus did not recognize the Old Testament as being the inspired Word of God.

. The New Testament writers were deceived into believing their message was from God.

. The Bible is in contradiction to the true findings of Science.

____10. Men had moral standards before the Bible was given.

___11. The Bible has historical inaccuracies.

_____12. The Bible records a lot of very touching and emotional events purposely to stir up man’s
emotions.

____13. There is a difference between revelation and inspiration.

14, Intelligent and enlightened people no longer accept the inspiration of the Bible.

_____15. The traditions of men were man’s efforts to improve on the teachings of the Bible.

O 00 1IN DN B~ WK =
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Lesson Three

“The Bible’s Completeness and Preservation”

The integrity of the Bible as a religious guide for mankind not only depends upon it being
an inspired revelation from God, but we believe as well upon its completeness and preservation
over the centuries. Not only as the Bible survived as a religious book for some 1600 years in the
process of it being delivered to men, but an additional 1900 years since the completion of its
deliverance. Questions have been raised in the last 200 years about, not only its completeness,
but of its accurate preservation. Claims have been and are still being made that God is revealing
His Will continually to man today. Others are questioning whether we have the same Bible today
as it was first or originally given to men. A natural question then would be, “Is there any proof
or evidence that can help to reassure us of its completeness and its purity in preservation?” We
believe that an unequivocal “Yes” can be given to such questions!

THE COMPLETENESS OF THE BIBLE

The claims being made by various persons or religious groups that they have and are still
receiving revelations from God today would strongly infer that the Bible as we have it is not
complete—that man needs more than what God originally gave for his guidance. We need to turn
to the Bible to see what it claims about itself in this regard.

a) 2 Timothy 3:16-17—This claims that the Bible that was given by the end of the first
century was not only an adequate guide, but was able to equip man for every good
work.

b) Jude 3—Jude was telling those early Christians to earnestly contend for “the faith”
that was once for all handed down to the saints.

c) 2 Peter 1:3—Peter states that God had given them everything pertaining to life and
godliness.

d) Galatians 1:6-9—Paul was warning against anyone preaching another gospel or
perverting the gospel that had been preached to them. So-called “latter day
revelations” are changing the gospel that the Apostles preached. The anathema of
God rests upon those who change it.

e) James 1:25—James calls the New Testament a perfect law, the law of liberty. If it is
perfect, you cannot add something to that which is perfect.

Following are some statements made in regards to the need for and the receiving of
“latter-day revelations” that need to be compared to the above Scripture statements.

a) “I believe the Bible is a good book, but I think we need more than that to have a
complete understanding of God’s Will. I think we need the writings of Joseph Smith,
for an example.”

b) “The church has to set up some rules of its own to promote godliness. God did not
promise to do it all.”

c) “There isn’t enough in the Bible alone to cause us to believe in Christ as God’s son.
We need men who can heal and perform wonders to convince men.”
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d) “The New Testament has been given to the world a little at a time...part of it was given
in the days of the Apostles and part of it today, etc.”
f)  “Paul preached a good message for his day, but we need a different, more modern
gospel for the 21* century.”
g) “I believe that God still delivers His gospel today directly through religious leaders.’
We believe that it is crucial to believe that the Bible was given in its completed form in the first
century and that it is adequate to bring about the salvation of those who believe and follow it.
The claims to “latter-day revelations” are without Scripture backing, nor miraculous
confirmation of such and should be denied by everyone who wants to serve the true and living
God.

’

THE PRESERVATION OF THE BIBLE

Has the Bible been preserved as originally given since the end of the first century? Is
there any proof or evidence that can help to reassure us of its purity in preservation? The greatest
assurance that we have is the promise of Jesus in Matthew 24:35 when He said: “Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.” Peter stated that the Word of God that
they had given to man was imperishable—that is, living and enduring, and that the Word of the
Lord would endure forever. God wanted us to know that He would not let His word be destroyed
from the earth. The continual existence of this book is living testimony of the trustworthiness of
God’s promises to us.

A second assurance that we can have in the integrity of the Bible is found in the work of
men to accurately copy and preserve the original text as given. The original documents or
manuscripts upon which the inspired messages were recorded, either Old or New Testaments,
have not been preserved. The Jewish Scribes would replace old, worn out manuscripts with new
reliable copies through the intervening centuries. The same was true of those people who made
copies of the New Testament documents. Thus, it is evident that the present Bible we have today
has undergone endless copying of copies up until the time of printing in the 1500s. Obviously,
errors crept in to these copies even at the best that men could do. Thousands of mistakes would
have been made over the centuries. What about these mistakes? Have they corrupted the original
revelation of God to man?

CANONIZATION AND TEXTUAL CRITICISM

From what little evidence that we have, it seems that the Old Testament was gradually
collected over a period of 1100 years—beginning with Moses and ending with Malachi. As
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit to write down his message, that book or scroll would be
added to the list of “inspired books.” The Jewish Leaders, as well as Jesus, recognized these
books as being from God and authoritative.

The New Testament books were finished by the end of the first century and were being
circulated among the churches over the Roman Empire. From the writings of the Christians in
the first part of the 2" century, it was obvious that all but 6 or 7 books had been collected
together and recognized as Authoritative. The others probably were, but some may have had
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reservations about them at first. We know historically that by the 3" century all 27 books of the
New Testament were included in the “Cannon” of Scripture.

Attempts have been made upon several different occasions since the fourth century to
collect extant versions and manuscripts of the Greek New Testament with the intent of coming
up with an “official” or “common” Greek text. The Latin Vulgate (400 A.D.) was made from a
comparison of several different Latin translations of the New Testament. By the time of printing,
scholars began to see a need to find as many older manuscripts as possible to be sure of what
they were putting out. As they compared those versions and manuscripts, it became obvious that
changes had been made. Thus, began the science that is known as “textual criticism.” Their
efforts were to find and compare all the older copies of Scripture and to strive to come up with a
reliable text as close to the original as possible. To date, scholars have over 5,000 Greek
manuscripts of the New Testament. It is estimated that there are more than 150,000 variations in
comparing these manuscripts. However, only 400 materially affect the sense of a passage, and
only 50 of these are of any real significance or consequence. None of these 50 affect an article of
faith or a precept of duty which is not abundantly sustained by other and undoubted passages, or
by the whole tenor of the scripture teaching. Most of these variants consist of differences of
Greek spelling or arrangement of words, or insertion or omission of words that do not affect the
sense of the passage. It is very important to realize that no new doctrines have been elicited by
the aid of “textual criticism,” nor has any historical fact been summoned by it from obscurity.

ORIGINAL MSS

/ Circulated \
&

Uninspired Writers Quoted Copied Ancient Translations or
or Referred to Mss or Copies l Versions
Copies
Copies of Copies of Copies If Copies

Copies

Existing Copies Existing Copies Existing Copies
(Over 5,000 Gk. Mss)

Combining of the above, along with
INTERNAL EVIDENCES, to arrive
at the Original Text as first given
by God!

A Multiplicity of Translations & Versions based on
the above accepted Greek Text

As the above chart indicates, there are other means of ascertaining what the original text
of Scripture was. After the death of the Apostles, many writings were produced by uninspired
men that made reference to the New Testament Scriptures or actually quoted them. From those
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who have made a study of these writings, it is claimed that almost the entire New Testament
could be reproduced from these writings alone. These references in these writings can be
compared to the existing Greek Mss to help arrive at the original message of God.

Along with the above, there is another way of ascertaining what the original text was by
comparing the many early translations of the Bible into other languages. When you compare the
three main areas of evidences with the internal evidences of the Bible itself, we can rest assured
that we have as close as is humanly possible to the original text. Bible and Textual Scholars are
still trying to find any additional Mss that might be of help to improve our Greek Text of the
New Testament.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Someone has observed that without assurance that our Bible is the Word of God, nobody
who has ever lived has an answer that will tell us how to get to God for sure! This is the reason
why this particular lesson is so important....it gives us that assurance that we have the Word of
God preserved for us as God has promised!

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

1. All of the New Testament books were written down in the 1*' century, but not gathered
together into any one place until the end of the 3™ century.

2. We have possibly tow of the Original manuscripts left today.

3. There are four sources for determining the original text of the Bible.

4. No translation was ever made of the Old Testament until recent times.

5. The last book of the Old Testament was written in about 200 B.C.

6. The first six books of the Old Testament were written down first.

7. The church has to set up some rules of its own to promote godliness, since God did not
promise to do it all.

8. We know some truth today relative to godliness which the Apostles of the 1** century did
not know.

9. God still delivers His gospel today directly through religious leaders.

____10. We need revelation of truth as much today as in the days of the Apostles.

___11. We have no sure way of knowing if we have the same Bible today, as it was first given.

_____12. The Bible has to be brought up to date every so often.

___13. The Bible is not complete, therefore, God needs to add to it.

_____14. The Bible will not last forever, therefore, we need new revelations from time to time.

___15. I'believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.
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Lesson Four

“Translating the Bible”

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.” (Acts 8:4).
It was God’s Will that the Gospel would be preached to the whole world (Matthew 28:18-20). In
some sense this was accomplished in a little over 30 years (Colossians 1:23). The Greek
language was a universal language spoken by a large percentage of the world’s population. This
would seem to be the reason why God chose for the New Testament to be written in the Greek
language. The Old Testament had already been translated into Greek over 200 years before the
spread of Christianity that made it easier to use the Old Testament Scriptures in their preaching
about Christ among the Jewish and Gentile communities. However, with the spread into smaller
towns and villages, it became desirable to copy the Scriptures and/or to translate them into the
language that most of these people spoke.

EARLY EFFORTS AT TRANSLATING THE BIBLE

The Greeks had conquered the world in 300 B.C. and spread the Greek language and
culture into these countries. For almost 300 years Greek influence had a strong effect upon the
civilized cities and towns. The tide turned for the Greeks about 60 B.C. when the Romans began
their domination of the world that lasted for hundreds of years. This brought about a contest
between the Greek and Latin languages with Latin finally winning out. It should be no surprise
to learn that many Latin versions of both Old and New Testaments were circulating among the
churches from the 2™ century on. In fact, there were so many circulating that it became easy for
people to compare the translation—thus, finding differences among some of them. This led to an
effort by Jerome about 400 A.D. to come out with a “standard” Latin translation that would
compare the Hebrew and Greek Old Testament, the Greek New Testament, and the many Latin
translations of both and try to do away with the differences among the Latin versions. It is
referred to as the Latin Vulgate (LXX). It was strongly resisted at first, but finally superseded all
other Latin versions. It eventually became the official translation for the Roman Catholic Church
and was for hundreds of years. Over 8,000 copies of Mss have been found in Latin.

Obviously, there were other efforts made at translating Scripture into other major

languages. The following is a listing of the ones known historically:

a) Syriac—As early as the 165 A.D. There are indications that there were five different
versions that were circulated. Again, an effort was made to combine these into one
“standard” version that was referred to as the Syriac Peshitto (411 A.D.).

b) Coptic—Indications are that as early as the 2nd century there were some three distinct
dialects that had translations.

c) Armenian—Early date would be the 4 century.

d) Gothic—Also the 4™ century.

¢) Georgian—5" century.

f) Arabic—5" or 6" century.

g) Ethiopic—5™ century.

h) Persian—Not a certain date.
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It is important to realize that we are looking at translations that can be proven from firm
evidences. There could have been hundreds of translations that are not known about from
historical evidence. In fact, the earliest existing Mss in another language besides the Greek
would be in the 5™ century.

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE
(7™ to 12" century)

Historically, there is evidence of efforts being made to translate a book of the Bible or a
chapter of the Bible into what later became known as the English language. For some reason
there seemed to have been a ceasing of major translations from the 6™ century on. Three possible
reasons are suggested:

1) Most major languages had a translation by this time.

2) During this time, the hierarchy over the churches had led to tighter control of even the
copying of the Bible. This was only done in Latin and Greek within the walls of
monasteries, far removed from everyday life of the people.

3) Latin became the official language of the Western churches, while Greek became the
official language of the Eastern churches.

Even though it is believed that Christianity was introduced into Great Britain as early as
the 2™ century, progress was very slow until the 6™ century. In 450 A.D., England was invaded
by the Teutonics and their language changed to Anglo-Saxon. The mingling and co-mingling of
languages forbade any recognized translation; thus, Latin was mostly used. Finally, efforts began
to be made slowly to put the Bible into the language of the Britons.

1) Caedmon’s efforts. He was a poet-singer and lived about 670 A.D. After hearing the

monks translate the stories into their language, he would put it to poetic form and
sing it on a harp.

2) Aldhelm. He was also a good musician. When people would not listen to sermons, he
would sing them. It is believed that he first translated the Psalms into the Anglo-
Saxon language about 700 A.D. It is also believed that at the request of Aldhelm,
Egbert, produced a translation of the Gospels about the same time.

3) Bede. He was called “the brightest light in Western Europe in the gt century.” His
life is date at 674-735 A.D. He translated the Gospel of John into Anglo-Saxon. A
follower of his, Cuthbert, left the story of his death.

4) King Alfred. His life is dated 848-901 A.D. He was one of England’s best kings and
scholars. He planned and promoted the intellectual and moral well-being of his
subjects. Either he or one whom he appointed made a translation of the Ten
Commandments, other laws of the Pentateuch, and worked on the Psalms.

5) Aldred. He was supposed to have taken an older latin text and wrote between the
lines in the Anglo-Saxon of the Gospels. This work is dated in 950 A.D.

6) Aelfric. He was supposed to have translated portions of the Old Testament and the
Gospels in about 1000 A.D.

Upon the invasion of the Normans in 1066 A.D., Anglo-Saxon was ostracized, and thus sat in a
long period of confusion of tongues; thus, preventing much of any kind of literature or the Bible
being translated until the 13" century.
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ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE
(13™ to 16™ century)

After the Norman Conquest a new language began to be developed that we know as
“English.” This began to pave the way, along with a reformation spirit, to make attempts to
translate the Bible into the English language.
1) Orm. He brought out a metrical version of parts of the Gospels and Acts in 1215
A.D.

2) William of Shoreham in Kent. He made a translation of the Psalms in the south part
of England in 1320 A.D.

3) Richard Role. He made a translation of the Psalms in Northern England in 1340
A.D.

In the church services of that time, Latin was the language that the Bible was read in to
the people. John Wycliffe, who was a strong anti-Papal reformer, desired greatly to put the Bible
into the language of the people. It took him 22 years to do it. The New Testament was finished in
1382 and the Old Testament in 1384. His translation helped to make the break with Rome
eventually and also helped to establish the English language. Some facts about this translation:

1) He used the Latin Vulgate from which to translate.

2) It was only in a handwritten form (Printing came in 1456).

3) Many copies were made and placed in hands of his “poor priest” to use to read to the

people. It took about ten months to make a copy. They obviously were expensive.

4) Some copies still exist today in spite of efforts to completely destroy them.

5) In 1388, Richard Purney, with other scholars, made a revision of Wycliffe’s Bible.

Several copies of this revision also remain.
Wycliffe’s efforts were greatly repressed by the religious hierarchy and they threatened to
excommunicate anyone who translated the Bible into the English language or read any of these
translations.

The Renaissance and the Reformation brought about the revolt against the chains that had
kept men in spiritual slavery for so long. Also, printing had been invented and had been brought
into England in the late 15" century. Parts of the Old Testament were printed in Hebrew as early
as 1476. A great achievement was accomplished by Erasmus, a Greek scholar, who brought out
his Greek New Testament at Basel in 1516. This made possible the translating of the New
Testament from the original language.

William Tyndale, using Erasmus’ Greek New Testament, made an English translation of
the New Testament and had 15,000 copies printed in 1525 at Worms. They were secretly brought
into England because of the strong opposition by the religious hierarchy. His translation was
beautifully accurate for his time. He was an outstanding scholar and spoke seven languages
fluently: Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, English, and French. His Translation has vastly
influenced all future versions, especially the King James Version (possibly 90%). He also
translated the Pentateuch in 1530 and the book of Jonah in 1531, but did not get to publish them.
In 1534, he was imprisoned for a short period of time where he was able to translate Joshua to 2
Chronicles. He was martyred on October 6, 1536. Miles Coverdale, a co-worker with Tyndale,
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came out with a complete printed Bible in English in 1535, using Tyndale’s works and his own
efforts.

Several English versions of the Bible preceded and helped to influence the outcome of
the King James Version that came out in 1611.

1) Tyndale’s New Testament and portions of Old Testament (1525-1534).

2) Coverdale’s Bible (1535).

3) Matthew’s Bible was brought out by John Rogers with the blessing of King Henry
VIII in 1537 (the work of Tyndale and Coverdale). “That which had been condemned
before has now been authorized.”

4) Miles Coverdale brought out a revision of the Matthew’s Bible in 1539. It was called
the “Great Bible” because of its size and orders were to have it chained to the pulpits
of the churches of England for general public use.

5) The Tavener’s Bible came out also as a revision of the Matthew’s Bible in 1539. The
Greek Scholarship in the New Testament was unusually good.

Henry VIII, in later years, changed his mind and had the various versions of the Bible banned
from circulation with the exception of the “Great Bible.” His successor was Edward VI who
again encouraged the circulation of the Bibles for some seven years. Queen Mary came to the
throne in 1553 and prohibited their circulation again and burned people at the stake who did so.
Queen Elizabeth in 1558 ended the tyranny and oppression and encouraged the circulation again
of the Bibles.

6) The Geneva Bible was printed in Geneva in 1557 (New Testament) and 1560 (Old
Testament). It was the first printed Bible put into verses. It went through 140 editions
and was circulated very widely.

7) The Bishops in England were encouraged to bring out an edition of the Bible that
superseded the “Great Bible” in the churches in 1568. It went through some 20
editions.

8) The Catholic scholars brought out their first translation of the Bible in English in
1582 (New Testament) and 1610 (Old Testament). They made use of the Latin
Vulgate only and contained some gross errors as well as many ecclesiastical terms
peculiar to the Catholic Church.

THE KING JAMES AUTHORIZED VERSION
(1611 A.D.)

The Puritans were not that happy with the “Great Bible” nor the “Bishops’ Bible.” King
James | was persuaded upon their insistence to encourage and authorize another revision to be
made into English for general use in England. An agreement was reached and fifty-four scholars
were employed for the purpose. It was printed in 1611. Before publishing, it was to be reviewed
by the bishops of the Church of England and chief learned men. Afterwards, it was to be ratified
by not only the Privy Council, but had to have royal authority behind it. Four important rules
among some fifteen that were to be employed by the translators:

1) The “Bishops’ Bible” was to be followed and as little altered as the truth of the

original would permit.
2) The old ecclesiastical words to be retained.
3) No marginal notes except as an explanation for the Hebrew and Greek words.
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4) When the other English Translations agreed better with the original text than the
Bishops’ Bible, they were to be used.

General revisions followed in 1629; 1638, 1762, and 1769. Most of this was the
modernization of spelling, punctuation, correction of printing errors, etc. Other private Revisions
were made by individuals. The 1769 Revision by Dr. Blaney is the edition that we know in
America as the “King James Version.”

Many factors have contributed to this Version becoming the one version of the English
speaking world for almost three hundred years. Even though some 70 private translations into
English were brought out between 1611 and 1885, the King James Authorized Version had
prevailed as supreme—being the main version that people read, studied from, and preached
from.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Since the publishing of the King James Version of the Bible, there have been continual
revisions made, as well as new translations brought out. Each effort was to hopefully make the
Word of God more accurate and more understandable. Some translations are better than others,
but the truth can be learned from them all. There is no “inspired” translation of the Bible. There
is no “perfect” translation either by infallible man. But we do have the Bible in English that is as
close to the original that man can accomplish. Since living languages change over a period of
time, there will always be a need to revise these versions. We certainly need to be grateful that
we not only have a copy of the Bible that is accessible to us, but that it is translated so well in our
own language. We owe a great debt of thanks to those men who have made this possible.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)
1. The Bible has been translated into all the major languages of the world.
. The oldest Mss of the New Testament in another language dates to the 5t century.
. Translating should only be done by “inspired” men.
. There is only one infallible English Version of the Bible—the King James Version.
. No version of the Bible is entirely without fault.
. Eramus’ Greek New Testament made translating more accurate into other languages.
. The King James Version of 1611 has never been changed or revised.
. A person can learn the truth from any scholarly translation of the Bible.
. The Bishops of the Church of England were to review the King James Version before it
was to be printed.
____10. The King James Version is mostly the work of William Tyndale.

O 00 3O L B W
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Lesson Five

“The Need for Bible Study”

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and in His law he meditates day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2) The beautiful book of Psalms begins
with an emphasis upon man’s need to read and study on God’s Word! He again emphasizes its
great value to man in Psalm 19:10: “More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.” And then, the whole of the 119" Psalm is
dedicated to an exalting of the Word of God. An example: “The law of Your mouth is better to
me than thousands of coins of gold and silver.” (Psalm 119:72). Robert A. Millikan (An
American Scientist, Nobel Prize, 1923) observed, “I consider an intimate knowledge of the Bible
an indispensable qualification of a well-educated man. Contact with the finest influences which
have ever come into human life can be obtained only in this way.” On and on the quotations
could be given paying lip service to the great value of the Bible. But all of the great things that
can and could be said about the Word of God is of little value unless we are motivated to go to
the Bible and study, meditate on it, and put it into practice in our lives. This lesson is dedicated
to an effort to get us to really see the Bible’s value and motivate us to get down to business in the
study of it.

BECAUSE OF THE RESULTS OF IGNORANCE

Two men were talking with a friend of mine one day. The older man made some slighting
remark about the Bible. The younger took it up, saying that the Bible is full of mistakes. My
friend quietly took out the pocket Bible which he carried and laid it on the desk before them and
said, “I have been reading that Bible carefully for thirty years and have not found a mistake in
its statements yet, will you show me one?” “Oh,” said the other looking foolish, “I never read
it.” John Clayton, who is a very intelligent man, made a decision to read the Bible to prove that
it was not worthy of man’s high regard. He wound up being converted to God through a reading
of God’s Word. When the Word finds lodgment in good and honest hearts, it produces good fruit
(Matthew 13:23).

1) God’s chosen people under the Old Covenant were destroyed because of a lack of

knowledge of His Word (Hosea 4:6).

2) Punishment is threatened to those who know not God (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).

3) The Gentile world was alienated from the life that God gives because of their chosen

ignorance of the True God of Heaven (Ephesians 4:17-19; Romans 1:18ff).

4) The Jewish people’s ignorance of a proper understanding of their own Covenant led

them to have Jesus crucified (Acts 3:17; 1 Corinthians 2:7-8).
5) Saul (later the Apostle Paul) persecuted the church because of his blinded ignorance
of the truth about Jesus (1 Timothy 1:13; Acts 26:9-10).
There is no acceptable reason for people being ignorant of the Bible in our society! Every home
can have access to it if desired. The cost of a Bible in this country is so reasonable that everyone
can afford one.
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BECAUSE WE NEED TO PROVIDE FOR THE SPIRITUAL MAN

Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4). It is the spiritual quality of man more so than the intellectual
quality that raises man above the level of the lower animals. We cannot afford to neglect the
spiritual man—“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Our spiritual being requires spiritual
good just like the physical man desires physical food. William Lyons Phelps observed:
“Everyone who has a thorough knowledge of the Bible may be called educated, and no other
learning or culture, however extensive or elegant, can take its place. I thoroughly believe in
university education both for man and women, but I believe a knowledge of the Bible without a
college course is more valuable than a college course without the Bible.” The Bible is able to
teach us, reprove us, correct us, and show us the way of righteousness that will make us complete
and thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The Bible contains
everything that we need that pertains to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3)

BECAUSE IT IS MAN’S ONLY WAY TO OBTAIN A SAVING FAITH

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) Faith
in God is critical, as well as faith in Jesus! “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your
sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24) Our
justification before God comes through an obedient faith (Romans 5:1; James 2:24). The
Psalmist stated it clearly: “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul...” (Psalm 19:7).
And the Bible makes it very clear that our only way of obtaining this faith is from learning and
obeying the Word of God (Romans 10:17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:21).

BECAUSE ONLY THE TRUTH CAN MAKE US FREE

Jesus told the Jews who believed in Him that they needed to abide in His Word to be His
true disciples. And by doing so, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
(John 8:31-32). To know Jesus is to know the truth, for He is truth! (John 1:17; 14:6). It is
through an obedient faith to this truth that men are set free from sin (Romans 6:16-18, 22; 1 Peter
1:22-23). One of the greatest goals in life is to be a truth-seeker. We are admonished by the wise
man to “buy the truth, and sell it not.” (Proverbs 23:23). People will be deceived and perish
because they not only did not believe the truth, but didn’t love it (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

In 1874, a New Jersey man became heir to a large family Bible that his aunt left him. Her
will stated that he would have the Bible, with all it contains, and what was left of the estate after
all debts were paid. The few hundred dollars were soon gone and for 35 years the Bible laid
unappreciated and unopened. In his older years the man decided to go to live with his son. As he
packed his things, he happened to open the family Bible. As he leafed through it, he found
hidden in it $5,000 in bank notes that could have been a real blessing to him during his years of
poverty. There may not be back notes hidden in our Bibles, but there are treasures within that
money cannot buy. We can choose to live in spiritual want or turn to the Bible where there are
spiritual treasures untold (Ephesians 1:3; Psalm 19:10).
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BECAUSE WE WILL BE JUDGED BY IT

There is coming a day of reckoning in which all nations will be brought into Judgment
(Acts 17:30-31; Matthew 25:31-32). The Judgment of God will be based upon the Word of God
(John 12:48-49; Revelation 20:10-15). We will be judged according to our deeds (Revelation
20:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10).

A Mechanic was called to repair the mechanism of a giant telescope. During the noon
hour the chief Astrologer came upon the man reading his Bible. The chief Astrologer asked the
Mechanic, “What good do you expect from that? The Bible is out of date. And besides, you don’t
even know who wrote it.” The Mechanic thought for a moment and then answered the
Astrologer, “Don’t you make considerable use of the multiplication table in your calculations?”
The Astrologer replied, “Why yes, of course!” The Mechanic then put the question to him,
“Why? You don’t even know who wrote it!” The Astrologer could only acknowledge that he did
not know who wrote the multiplication table. The Mechanic continued, “Since you do not know,
then how can you trust the multiplication table?” The only answer the Astrologer could give
was, “Because it works!” And the Mechanic stated, ““I trust the Bible for the same reason, it just
works!”” The Bible accomplishes what man so desperately needs!

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

There is no more important book that could demand our time and attention than the Word
of God. To neglect the diligent study of the Bible is almost Atheism itself. God is, or God is not.
God has spoken, or He has remained silent. The Bible is God’s Word or it is not. If the Bible is
God’s Word:

1) Its warnings are to be heeded;

2) Its promises are to be enjoyed;

3) Itis to be searched diligently;

4) It should be divided rightly;

5) It should be thoroughly assimilated....... so that the man of God may be

complete, a workman that needs not to be ashamed.
Yet, observe the indifference among “professed believers” in the Bible. The attitude: “Just
anything is alright,” is almost Atheism, if not already!

A mother presented a Bible to her youngest son when he left for college. She had
inscribed within a very sobering thought: “Son, either this book will keep you from sin, or sin
will keep you from this book!”

It is amazing just how much reading of Scripture can be done, when we systematically
spend time each day reading and meditating on it! (Psalm 1:1-2).
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(True

REVIEW QUESTIONS
or False)

. The intellect is what makes man more important than lower animals.

. Faith in God can be had without a knowledge of the New Testament Message that will
save a man.

. One of man ‘s greatest goals in life is to be a Truth-Seeker.

. The Scriptures teach that Truth can be learned from all about us and in all things that will
save us and make us free.

. Only an educated and enlightened man can understand and teach the Bible correctly.

. Judgment of our lives before the Lord will be based on how sincerely we practice what
we believe regardless of whether it was according to the teachings of the Bible.

. The attitude, “Just anything is alright,” could be considered Atheism.

. Ignorance of the Truth of God does not cause a man to be lost.

. The Spiritual Man has no appetite for the Word of God.

0. Serious Bible Study is only for the preacher, “I don’t have time!”
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Lesson Six

“Proper Attitudes with which to Approach
the Bible”

The reaction of a person when he first sees the size of the Bible might be... " Wow, it sure
is big!” lts size has probably discouraged many a person from reading it to find the great
treasures contained therein. It has been estimated that it would take an average person some 90
hours to read the Bible through. But size is not the real problem that must be dealt with in order
to find what God is trying to say to His creatures. The real issue is the attitude with which we
approach the Bible. Having the proper attitudes will cause the size of the Bible to be
insignificant. In this lesson we want to look at some basic attitudes that are critical as one
approaches the Bible.

WE MUST HAVE A LOVE OF TRUTH

The Bible claims to be truth (John 17:17). Jesus said He was the way, the truth, and the
life (John 14:6). But He is also the giver of the Truth of God that can set man free (John 8:32;
Matthew 22:16). Jesus’ disciples were sent the Holy Spirit from Heaven to guide them into all
truth (John 16:13; 2 Corinthians 7:14). If we desire truth, love truth, then the Bible is the right
place for us to go to find truth. Unfortunately, man has a way of taking truth and changing it into
a lie (Romans 1:25). This is what the serpent did to Mother Eve....He took God’s truth and
changed one word and it became a lie that she believed (Genesis 3:1-7). This Word of truth must
be handled correctly of it can easily be changed into a lie (2 Timothy 2:15). Without a love of
truth, we can so easily be misled! The Apostle Paul warned the church at Thessalonica of the
eventual apostasy of the church and gives two basic reasons for it: 1) The Christians lost their
love for truth; and (2) They preferred to believe a lie than the truth, so they could indulge in
unrighteous practices (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).

But it is not enough to say “I have a love of truth!” We must be willing to pay the price
for truth! The wise man exhorted, “Buy the truth, and do not sell it, also wisdom and
instruction and understanding.” (Proverbs 23:23) Jesus told two parables that emphasize this
same concept in Matthew 13:44-46. Truth is not really ours until we have made diligent effort to
put it into practice in our lives (Matthew 7:21; James 1:21-22; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 1:6; 3 John
4). The acquiring of Truth also requires the giving up of all error, false notions, opinions, and
ideas of men (Matthew 15:7-9).

WE MUST HAVE AN OPEN AND HONEST HEART

Jesus quoted a passage in the book of Isaiah and applied it to many of the people to
whom he spoke. It states that people can hear, but do not understand and they can see, but do not
perceive—WHY? Because they had become dull of hearing and had closed their eyes to God’s
truth (Matthew 13:13-16; 2 Timothy 4:4; Titus 1:14). Even Jesus, the Master Teacher, could not



Introducing the Bible Page 23

get through to people when they have closed their minds and hearts to truth. Paul stated that the
Jewish people had a zeal for God, but it was not according to the truth. They were ignorant of
how God made people righteous and were too busy trying to develop their own ideas of how to
be righteous before God—thus, not submitting to those things that make us right with God
(Romans 10:1-4). The people of Berea illustrate the kind of attitude that a person needs to have
towards that which is being taught: “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.” (Acts 17:11). It should be obvious that the open-minded person
stands a much better chance of learning God’s truth than the closed-minded person.

WE MUST BELIEVE THE BIBLE CAN BE UNDERSTOOD

Many have been taught from youth that they cannot understand the Bible themselves, but
need to have someone to help them. This often causes people not even to read the Bible, but
depend upon a teacher who may or may not be teaching them correctly. Then when they observe
that there are so many different beliefs that people have claiming to be from the Bible, they are
confused and usually do very little reading of the Bible. We don’t really believe that the problem
is with the Bible itself. In the first place, just common sense should tell us we should be able to
understand it. We may need to spend some time and effort, but that it can be understood. Why?
Because to say that we cannot understand the Bible is to indict God. It is saying that God would
not or could not give a revelation that we can understand. To say that He could not is to question
His power. To say that He would not is to question His justice and love. Are you willing to do
either? The Apostle Paul, in writing to the church at Ephesus, states that when they read his letter
that they may understand his knowledge in the mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3:4). As we stated,
we believe that the problem is not with the Bible, but the fault must be found elsewhere. In the
next few lessons we will be looking at some things that will make the Bible much easier to
understand correctly.

A preacher who lived in the 1800s named Raccoon John Smith often spoke on how plain
and simple the gospel of Christ was in contrast to the complicated systems of men. A person who
had heard him asked the question: “If the gospel is so very plain, as you say, why do you have to
labor so hard to get people to understand it?” To which he replied: “I have often prepared
ground in the wilderness for a turnip patch and though I had the kindliest soil, and the best of
seed, and the sowing was easy, I never got top or root until I first took my axe and hoe and went
in, whacked and grubbed and cleared away the ground. The Lord knows that I do not esteem it
hard work to preach the simple gospel to those who are prepared to receive it, but it is labor
indeed to root out prejudice and clean away the trash that cumbers the minds and hearts of the
people.” He too, believed that the Bible could be understood if the person really sets his mind
and heart to the task. We are convinced that the attitudes with which we approach the Bible can
make a big difference in whether we understand the Bible correctly or not. If we are going to be
judged by the Bible (and we are—John 12:48; Revelation 20:11-15), then we must be able to
understand it or else God is awfully cruel! The many misunderstandings that supposedly come
from the Bible may have another cause for an incorrect understanding of its contents. To read the
Bible in order to confirm our opinions will certainly lead to a misunderstanding of its contents. It
needs to be approached, wanting to know what God is saying and that I can understand it.
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WE MUST BE SEEKING ETERNAL LIFE

During the public ministry of Jesus a young man who was rich approached Jesus (running
to meet him) asking the question: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18). He
evidently realized that Jesus was a teacher sent from God and would have the answer to his
question. But when Jesus gave him the answer, it was not what he was expecting and went away
sorrowfully disappointed. Then, was the young man really sincerely seeking to know the way to
everlasting life, or did he have another agenda? He asked the right question—outwardly showing
a right attitude, but something was bad wrong! The answer Jesus gave did not suit him. This is
probably the reason why Jesus observed: “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the
kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24). It is possible that the sincerity of our search will be put to the
test when we decide whether we will do what it takes to have eternal life. The hypocrisy of many
is shown by their watering down the demands of God to make it much easier for people to have
eternal life.

We must be sincere seekers after life—realizing that God alone has the answer (Jeremiah
10:23; Romans 3:4; 1 Corinthians 1:21, 25). When many of Jesus’ disciples turned to walk no
more with Him because His teachings were too hard for them to accept, He turned to His chosen
Apostles and said: “Do you also want to go away?” Simon Peter’s answer was a “classic”—
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:66-69). It is to truly
recognize that He and He alone can answer the question, and that we must be willing to do what
He says if we expect to see this life (Hebrews 5:8-9; Matthew 7:21). And certainly Jesus strongly
encourages this seeking, searching attitude on our part (Matthew 7:7-8).

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The purpose and attitude with which we approach the study of the Bible will determine
largely what we derive from our study. If it is approached with the idea of proving our point, we
will find something that we feel proves our point. And, often, our conclusion will contradict
many very plain Scriptures that are much clearer than the ones we used to prove our point. To
help illustrate the point we can go back to the time of Galileo. Oll the learned church leaders
believed that the world was flat. They could even turn to Scriptures to prove their point (Ezekiel
7:2; Isaiah 11:12). But Galileo had sufficient evidence outside of Scripture that showed that the
earth was round. They persecuted and banish him as a heretic. But their search in Scripture was
to try to uphold their ideas and completely overlooked the passage in Isaiah 40:22, where it
speaks of the circle of the earth.

We need to approach the Bible believing it to be of God, Authoritative, and containing
the words that lead to eternal life. We should sincerely seek to understand and receive the
guidance that God wants to give. And when we have learned what to do, we must be willing to
humbly submit to it. By doing so, we will show the proper reverence of God, of His Son, and of
His Word. The next several lessons will help to give insight to how to properly approach and
understand the Bible correctly. It will amaze you how simple these things are.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

(True or False)

. An open mind makes it possible to mislead people more easily.
. A person does not have to be searching for truth to find it.
. We can retain our private opinions as long as we desire, even if they contradict with

God’s Word.

. Christ had a large audience everywhere he spoke, and had no trouble with prejudiced

people.

. The Bible can be properly understood, but this does not guarantee that all men will.

. God cannot hold us responsible for the Bible, since it is so hard to understand.

. Man is not allowed to judge others under any circumstances.

. “Just anything is alright” is held by a large number of people and therefore, just cannot be

far wrong.

. Man’s attitude with which he approaches the Bible can be determined by what he does

with it after he learns what to do.

10. Pre-conceived ideas are not wrong, but closing our minds to new truth or facts is wrong.
11. There is a definite difference between holding to convictions and being dogmatic.
12. Prejudice can be shown just by a refusal to answer a question.
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Lesson Seven

“A Common Sense
Approach to Understanding the Bible”

The story has been often told about four preachers
who were discussing the merits of the various translations
of the Bible. One liked the King James Version best be-
cause of its simple, beautiful English. Another liked the
American Standard Version because it is more literal and
comes nearer the original Hebrew and Greek. Still anoth-
er liked Moffat’s translation best because of its up-to-date
vocabulary. The fourth minister was silent. Asked to ex-
press his opinion, he replied, “Ilike best my mother’s
translation!” The other three expressed surprise at first
since they had not heard about his mother’s translation.
Sensing their puzzlement, he said, “Yes, she translated

Rules for Beginners

Respect it as a Message from God.
Realize it can be understood.
Believe its facts and promises.
Obey its commands.

Imitate its approved examples.
Don’t pervert it.

Be willing to pay the price for
truth.

Be willing to share what you learn.

it into life, and it was the most convincing translation I ever saw.” Of course, they appreciated
what he had to say because this becomes man’s greatest test—putting the Word of God into

action in our lives!

If the Bible is to be put into action correctly, we must be able to understand it correctly. It
is interesting to note that generally speaking the Bible has no special rules of understanding that
is not ordinarily employed in our daily interchange of thoughts between any two rational
persons. Understanding the Bible is generally a matter of using good common sense. We offer
the following ideas that we believe will appeal to you as just plain common sense.

1. Every passage has but one basic meaning. In any letter, discourse, book, or
conversation in ordinary communication this is true, unless the author is seeking to
mislead or confuse the reader, or conceal ignorance. We expect the writer to mean what
he says, no more and no less. To apply several different meanings to a passage is to read

something into it, not out of it.

2. Believe the Bible does not contradict itself. If it is from God, it can’t! Therefore, we
need to search to find a solution that will harmonize it. Example: Ephesians 2:8-9 and
James 2:24 need to be harmonized to be properly understood. Salvation is not by “faith
only” but by an “obedient faith!” Each passage must be understood in harmony with all

other passages—truth is consistent, it cannot contradict!

3. Ask three basic questions:

a) Who is doing the speaking? Is it God, the Devil, Good men, Evil men, etc. All
kinds of people speak in the Bible. (Psalm 14:1; Genesis 3:4; Matthew 26:65;

John 9:31; Matthew 11:19).

b) To whom is the language spoken? Not everything in the Bible is for us today.
(Genesis 6:13-14; Exodus 23:14-17; 20:1-2; Jeremiah 31:31-34). The very fact
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that there is an Old Testament and a New Testament should tell you something.
God has dealt with mankind under three major arrangements: (1) A Patriarchal
System for the Gentile World from Adam to the Cross of Christ; (2) The Mosaic
Law for the Israelite Nation only until the time of the Cross of Christ (Colossians
2:14; Galatians 3:15-24); and (3) The Law or Covenant of Christ (Hebrews 9:16-
17) that began after the death of Christ. Today, God has spoken to us through His
Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). We need to hear and obey Him!

¢) When was the language spoken? Not only are we not under the Old Covenant, but
even in the Gospels, there are things stated or things commanded that would have
no bearing on us. Example: Mark 6:7-11. This was given to His Apostles, but it
was before the Great Commission was given after His resurrection.

4. Study a passage in the light of its context. Look at what is stated before and afterwards.
Example: Acts 8:22-23 is not telling alien sinners to repent and pray to be saved, but it is
speaking to one who had already become a child of God. Mark 16:15-16 is what the alien
sinner is told to do. Example: And Judas went and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5); Go,
and do thou likewise (Luke 10:37); and What thou doest, do quickly (John 13:27). Did
Paul teach against baptism in 1 Corinthians 1:17?

5. All passages should be taken in a literal sense unless there is some good reason for
taking it symbolically or figuratively. The Bible uses metaphors, synecdoche's,
hyperboles, metonymies, and other figures of speech the same as other books do. Much
of the Prophetical books are highly symbolical. The book of Revelation has much
figurative and symbolic language. (Luke 13:32; Matthew 7:15, etc.) Jesus taught in
Parables, which is to compare the physical and the spiritual in order to better understand
the spiritual.

6. Let the Bible speak fully and freely on every subject. Not every passage on a subject
gives all the information about that subject. Example: Mark 14:47 said that one of the
Apostles took a sword and cut off the ear of the High Priest’s servant. When studying the
other accounts of the Gospels, we find the whole story. It was Peter who had the sword;
Malchus was the man who lost his right ear; and Jesus healed him. Using the same
consistent method of study we know the “rest of the story.” Example: If Acts 16:30-31 is
all that a person reads about how to be saved, he would come up with the wrong
conclusion. Because other passages indicate that in addition to a belief in Jesus, there
must be repentance (Acts 2:38), confession (Romans 10:9-10), and baptism (Acts 2:38;
22:16). We must not cling to one passage and reject the others, but take them all.

7. Be concerned about what the Bible does say and what it does not say. It does not say
that a person is saved before baptism, but always after baptism (Mark 16:16). It does not
say that baptism is sprinkling (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12). It does not say man is
saved by “faith only.” (James 2:24). Our problems religiously come from people trying to
make the Bible teach something it does not say! One of the main reasons why different
people sometimes get different meanings from a verse of Scripture is that they read it
with a preconceived idea or they read it in order to justify what they already believe
instead of reading it open-mindedly in order to find the truth.

8. Do not alter the Bible in any way. Strong warnings are given in Scripture concerning
this kind of action (2 John 9-11; Galatians 1:6-9; Revelation 22:18-19, etc.). People need
to be very concerned about what they say and teach that is not found in the Word of God.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Let the Bible explain itself. A writer has the right to explain the way in which he is
using an expression. He surely knows better that anyone else what he means. When the
inspired writers give a meaning to their use of figurative or symbolic language—that is its
meaning! Example: A difficult prophecy in Joel 2 finds its fulfillment in Acts 2. Peter
said that what they saw happening was a fulfillment of what Joel spoke about (2:16). In
Revelation 1, we are told expressly what the seven golden candlesticks were. There is no
need for speculation.

Recognize special phrases that place emphasis upon certain things. The New
Testament has a peculiar expression of putting down something in order to put emphasis
on the correct thing. Examples: John 6:27; Matthew 6:19-20; 1 Corinthians 1:17; 1 Peter
3:3-4; etc. God is not strictly forbidding these things, but warning us to put the emphasis
upon the correct thing.

Doubtful passages that are capable of more than one construction must be so
understood to harmonize with those which are positive and can have but one
meaning. Examples: (Matthew 7:1-5; John 7:24)—(Matthew 5:9; Luke 12:51)—(1 John
3:15; Luke 14:26); etc. Do not adopt a certain meaning for a difficult passage and then
force all other passages to conform to that meaning, even when their clear meaning seems
to say otherwise. Example: Let Acts 2:38 and Titus 3:5 help explain John 3:5.

Passages must be understood in harmony with the customs or idioms of the time.
They will have peculiarities that we are not familiar with. Learning about the times when
something is written may help to better understand special words and phrases. Example:
Romans 1:7 contains a normal greeting of that time. When “love” and “hate” are
contrasted, it may only be a way of saying we must love less people and things and love
God more (Luke 14:26).

Observe the proper balance of scriptural truth. Many false doctrines have arisen
because some passages have been exaggerated or over-emphasized, while others have
been slighted. Example: Stressing “faith” that is needed for salvation to the exclusion of
the need of “obedience” also. Or, stressing the protection one has in Christ (Romans
8:38-39) to the point that it is believed that one cannot lose his salvation at all.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

This may sound strange to you, but in reality there is relatively little difference of

understanding of the Bible among sincere people. Most of our differences have to do with
traditions that are added to the Bible, or not accepting what the Bible does say, or making
substitutions to what the Bible says. Examples:

1.

What is baptism? Is it sprinkling, pouring, or immersion? Since the word is not
translated....its meaning has to be determined by what the Bible says about baptism
(Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12). But among Bible Scholars there is general agreement of
what the Greek word means—Immersion! It is when changes from the Bible take place
that problems are caused.

What should followers of Christ be called? All can agree on the term “Christian,” for
that is what the Bible says (Acts 11:26). It is when the names “Baptist,” “Methodist,”
“Lutheran,” “Episcopal,” etc., are used that causes the problem of division.
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If we are really sincerely interested in finding truth, the Bible will be understandable to
us. The Bible is God’s revelation to man of Himself and His Will. A revelation is not a revelation
unless it reveals....is understandable!

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

1. The Bible is inspired of God, but it has some statements in it that are untrue.

2. It makes no difference where a command is found in the Bible, we must do it.

3. Not all of God’s mind on a subject is given in any one location.

4. The Bible says we are to “Join the church of our choice.”

5. Harmony must prevail in our handling of Scripture, or else we have mishandled them.

6. All we have to be concerned about in order to have our prayers answered is to be sure we
do not doubt God.

7. No valid conclusion can be reached by refusing to get all passages on a given subject.

8. Some commands in the New Testament books do not apply to us today.

9. To make a judgment is a sin.

____10. Paul said that baptism was not necessary to salvation in 1 Corinthians 1:17.
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Lesson Eight

“Confusing Approaches to the Bible”

I believe that it is man’s duty as well as his privilege to study the Word of God. It is a
personal responsibility—one that cannot be shifted to others. In fact, there are grave dangers in
shifting it to someone else to do for us. We can easily be misled.

Our efforts to understand the Bible should be both honest and_intelligent. If a person
does not know how to study the Bible, it does not matter how honest he may be, he may never
understand the truth. A person may be just as honest as can be, but if he does not know the
difference between the Law of Moses and the Gospel of Christ—he may never learn the truth. A
lack of intelligent study of the Bible has caused many honest people to think they could be saved
like the thief on the cross. It has also caused them to think that the Publican’s prayer justifies the
sinner’s prayer to be saved. It is a failure to make an intelligent study of the Bible that cause
many to think that instrumental music is right in Christian worship just because David used it.
Thus, you can see that it is not enough that we make an honest study of the Bible, but our study
must be an intelligent one. We must rightly divide the Bible, if we study it intelligently (2
Timothy 2:15).

WHY THE CONFUSION OVER THE BIBLE?

Is the Bible a confusing book to you? Do you really think that God intended for it to be
such a confusing book? Even though the Bible does contain some passages that are “hard to be
understood” (2 Peter 3:16); yet, it is not and was never meant to be confusing. However, due to
widespread mishandling of the Bible, mostly by preachers, the Bible has been made to appear
confusing.

Most distortions of the Scriptures can be traced to a common source—improper
approaches to an understanding of the Bible. Because of the wide variety of approaches taken by
different religious leaders, the teaching of Scripture has been warped and confusing that has
resulted in the misleading of millions of people. Different approaches are going to result in
differences in beliefs and practices. What are these approaches? Can they be identified clearly?
The following is an effort to look at the major approaches by different people and using an
accommodating term to make a distinction between the different approaches.

WRONG APPROACHES TO THE BIBLE
1. The Mythical Approach. This advocates that all historical events in the Bible are made up in
order to teach certain things. This is mainly aimed at the story of Adam and Eve. Those who take

this approach to the Bible come up with some pretty far out things.

2. The Allegorical Approach. It treats the Bible as one big riddle. Everything in it is made to be
figurative. The historical aspect is completely removed from the Bible as far as any importance.
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It is to teach by use of symbols and figures of speech. The reader is free to draw from various
passages whatever lessons are true for him. The subjective nature of this approach is clearly
evident and one can easily see why it leads to confusion.

3. The Pietistic Approach. The reader is supposed to be guided by an “inward light.” Rules and
principles of understanding are discarded and the Spirit’s enlightenment follows. Subjective
feeling or fanciful ideas becomes the rule. The Bible is relegated into the background. Such
people really become a judge of the Bible.

4. The Accommodation Approach. Miracles, Redemption, Resurrection, Eternal Judgment,
Angels, Demons are all in the Bible to accommodate the superstitious and prejudices of men of
their time. It becomes an open rejection of Divine Inspiration also.

5. The Moral Approach. Emanuel Kant was the one who advocated this so strongly. The simple
purpose of the Bible is to improve man’s moral behavior. Redemption, justification, godly living,
etc., was not seriously accepted. It was an open rejection of Divine Inspiration as well.

6. The Naturalistic Approach. Anything in the Bible that does not conform to what we can see
and experience today were rejected. Miracles were merely the opinions of the writers and were
not really miracles.

7. The Rationalistic Approach. This is characterized as the testing of everything by reason. The
most obvious thing that is dealt with again is the miraculous. They feel that there is a rational
explanation for all those stories in the Bible which contain miraculous events. The flood is purely
a natural event and was local. The parting of the Red Sea resulted only from unusual weather
conditions. The fall of the walls of Jericho is attributed solely to an earthquake, etc. This
approach takes the very heart out of the Bible.

8. The Hierarchical Approach. This is sometimes called the Ecclesiastical Approach. This
approach advocates that only certain “church leaders” can understand the Bible correctly. People
are encouraged to look to the organized church as the final authority. Church leaders, creeds, or
church writings are considered the only acceptable understanding.

9. The Mystical Approach. This approach does not make use of logically accepted rules of
understanding language. They advocate such things as: “Just open your Bible and whatever a
passage means to you, that’s the meaning.” This approach is defined as follows:

“By a calm and holy contemplation they have direct contact with the

Divine Spirit, and thereby acquire a knowledge in Divine things which

is not plainly stated in the Bible and which is not attainable by the reasoning

faculties.”
Early in Christianity, philosophers felt that those “truths” that they had discovered before
becoming a Christian must be harmonized with the teachings of the Bible. The literal meanings
of Scripture were changed into a spiritualistic or mystical sense when they did not agree with
their previous philosophical “truths.” They began to advocate that Scriptures had two meanings
or double meanings: An obvious or literal meaning, but also a hidden and mystical meaning. The
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literal more and more was neglected for the later—which was more appealing and building of the
ego! One writer states: “They used their genius to darken the Scriptures with idle fictions than to
investigate their true and natural sense.” The main-stream of Protestantism did not entirely give
up this approach. It still raises its ugly head at times. An illustration:

1. Learned men hold cherished doctrines.
Plain Scriptures show open contradiction.
They must either reject old doctrines or resort to mysticism.
Most of the time, they resort to mysticism.
They will say, “Parts of the Bible have double meanings or secret meanings.”
They then ignore the literal, obvious meaning of the passage for their “higher
spiritual meaning.”
Why is it so hard to give up mysticism?

1. The Truth of the Bible would condemn many of their ancestors—can’t accept

that.

2. It would mean that millions of people would be wrong—can’t accept that.
They would be labeled as a fanatic and enthusiast—can’t accept that.
4. They would be labeled as uncharitable, a bigot, a radical, and a heretic by

their peers—they can’t deal with that.

SARNANE Sl el

[98)

But, let a man be flattered with the idea that in some sense and to a certain degree he is
inspired to know the hidden mysteries of God—he will be lost to common sense! Every appeal to
him from the Bible falls powerless, for he attaches a secret meaning to the passages. His
explanation must be heard for it is the authority, no matter how far-fetched. If you question his
understanding, it insults him, for he knows the mysteries and the deep things of God! For him to
doubt the correctness of his understanding would be to question God’s Spirit.

Protestantism still has its mysticism to one degree or another. While they all hold to some
truth which causes them to survive, they have their false doctrines as well that cannot be upheld
by a correct understanding of Scripture. This is what causes them to differ one from another. The
Pentecostalism and Charismatic Movement have helped to revive the mystical approach more
than any other group judging by their numbers.

10. The Dogmatic Approach. The dogmatic has been an outcome of giving up the mystical
approach. Church leaders have assumed certain doctrines to be worth believing and go to the
Scriptures to seek support for them. These doctrines are maintained by misuse and mis-
application of Scripture. They are also supported by statements from “learned doctors” of the
Bible. To question these doctrines and dogmas would be considered heresy. To reject them leads
to damnation!

The Reformation Movement leaders set out to throw off the shackles of all human
authority and just let the Bible speak its full message to men. They were greatly successful in
getting the Bible into the hands of the people, but the influence of a number of the leaders caused
them to hold to old concepts—which almost reversed the reformation concept! Roman
Catholicism ruled by Canons, Decretals, Traditions, Philosophies of men. The Reformation was
advocating to reject all of these and go to the Bible alone for beliefs and practices. Unfortunately,
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this concept is held to more in theory than in practice. The Bible is not, and never has been, the
only rule of faith and practice among Protestants. The truth of the matter is—*“think for yourself,
as long as your thinking conforms to the great men and councils of our church!” Each church
has its own special beliefs that a person must accept to be a member with them. Why does
Protestantism continue in this inconsistency?

a) They, in most instances, believe their creeds are a proper understanding of the Bible.

b) They evidently distrust their own judgment from an honest study of the Bible. They
would not think of putting their judgment against such great men of learning that went
before them. They would not take a stand as Luther did in spite of this. The following
is supposed to be what the Roman Catholic Leaders said to Luther:

“I am astonished at the humility and diffidence with which the reverend Doctor
undertakes to stand alone against so many illustrious fathers, thus affirming that
he knows more of these things than the sovereign pontiff, the councils, divines,
and universities!..... It would no doubt be very wonderful if God had hidden the
truth from so many saints and martyrs till the advent of the reverend father.”

c¢) Their fathers, grandfathers, friends, ministers have all died and gone to heaven
believing their rules and doctrines.....surely, such couldn’t be wrong!

THE CORRECT APPROACH TO THE BIBLE

Different terms are used to identify this approach: “Common Sense Approach” (as you
would any other book); “Grammatical-Historical Approach;” “Inductive-Deductive Approach.”
God has revealed Himself to man in his two great books: Nature and the Bible. These are the
beginning and the end of our studies and investigations. They should be in complete harmony—
be uniform in their conclusions. The same basic approach should be used to understand both.

It wasn’t until men threw off mysticism and dogmatism that Scientific progress was made
in the world. The reason is obvious—
1) They actually dealt with the facts.
2) They used common sense logic and reasoning to draw valid conclusions.
3) They put aside opinions and notions.
4) They gathered sufficient facts and information upon which to draw valid conclusions.
We have quite a contrast in the two men that are being described as follows:
1) A man who is candid, upright, fearless of issue of investigator:
a) Who is solely interested in truth.
b) Who searches all sides.
¢) Who refuses no evidences.
d) Who is anxious that every circumstance be brought into its true colors.
e) Who is free from anger against opposition.
2) A man who takes a different approach:
a) He directs all his abilities to one side.
b) He looks into sources of information only giving one side—his side.
c¢) He looks for what he wants to find.
d) He does not control his anger against those who oppose him.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Fortunate indeed are we who live now because the shackles of mysticism and dogmatism
have been thrown off, and we can sit down to the simple Word of God, read it, and come to an
understanding of God’s great truths for ourselves. We can give up this great privilege by letting
others do our studying, reading, and thinking for us, or by letting men dictate what we are to
believe without having the Bible to back it up correctly.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

1. The various approaches that men take to the Bible are mostly subjective and not
objective.

2. A real forward progress was made in the scientific world when Dogmatism reigned in the
religious world.

3. When Luther stood before the Roman Catholic Council accused of heresy, he was
identified with all the great men in the Roman Church before him.

4. Protestantism helped to overcome the mystical approach to Scripture to a great extent.

5. The Bible only as a guide was what was advocated by the Protestant leaders.

6. These leaders held this view of the Bible only as a guide in theory and in practice.

7. Preachers have been the main cause of confusion over trying to understand the Bible
correctly.

8. Different approaches to the Bible will definitely lead to different beliefs and practices.

9. The Bible is not a book to be approach like just any other book.

___10. Bible study is an individual obligation and privilege.
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Lesson Nine

“Understanding Figurative Language”

People complain about not being able to understand figurative language, but all the time
they use it themselves and hear and understand how others use it. Examples: “I'm dead tired,”
“I told you a thousand times...,” “He lost his head,” “Hold your horses,” “He worked like a
horse.” The problem that we have at times with the Bible is its use of figures of speech that we
are not as familiar with as we are with our own figurative language. God, in revealing His mind
to man, made use of human language—the language that man uses in his every day life, but
primarily that which was in use at the time the Bible was written. It helps to become familiar
with the kind of expressions used in the Bible that will make it much easier to understand what
God was saying to man.

The large majority of the New Testament is in plain, simple, factual, literal language. It is
a grave mistake to constantly be searching for hidden meanings and fancy figures of speech
when reading the Bible. The Bible should be approached as a literal book—saying what it means
and meaning what it says! However, the Bible does contain figures of speech and it is important
to be able to recognize when this occurs.

HOW DO I KNOW WHEN SOMETHING IS
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE?

A statement in Scripture should be taken as figurative if one of the following things is
present:

1) A literal meaning that would involve an impossibility or an absurdity. Jesus said, “Let the
dead bury the dead....” (Luke 9:60). How can a dead person bury another dead person?

2) A literal meaning would involve a contradiction or inconsistency. Jesus said, “Whoever
lives and believes in Me shall never die...” (John 11:26). Will a believer in Jesus never
die a physical death?

3) A literal meaning would involve an immoral conclusion. Jesus said, “If your hand or
foot causes you to sin, cut it off....” (Matthew 18: 8). Do we literally cut off our hand or
foot?

4) The language is figurative when the context so implies. The whole approach of the book
of Revelation would certainly seem to imply an awful lot of figurative language.

5) The language is figurative when it is so stated. Jesus said, Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19). Then in verse 21 it states: “He was speaking
of the temple of His body.” He was talking about the resurrection of His body.

6) The language is understood as figurative when it seems likely from common sense. Jesus
told the Samaritan woman at the well that He could give her “Living water.” (John 4:10).
Just plain common sense would indicate that such is figurative language that Jesus is
using.

There may be possibly other means that could be used to help identify figurative language when
used, but most of the time it is just plain common sense to understand it that way.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Figures of speech are used in every kind of literature. Some of these types we are more

familiar with than others. The following list will cover most of the different types of figurative
language found in the Bible.

1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

9)

PARABLE: This is one of the oldest and most common of the figures of speech. Jesus
used it many times. It is a narrative that makes use of common everyday things in life in
an effort to help to illustrate a moral or spiritual truth. A parable has a way of concealing
truth from those who would not receive it (Matthew 13:10-16).

FABLE: This is similar to the Parable, but it is made up of a fictitious or imaginary
story. It usually attributes human qualities to inanimate beings or things. Its purpose is to
teach some moral lesson. (2 Kings 14:8-10).

SIMILE: A comparison is made between two different objects so as to impress the mind
with some resemblance or likeness. It is usually a comparison by statement, not by a
story. (Isaiah 55:10-11; 1:8, 30; 29:8; Jeremiah 23:29; Matthew 3:16; 23:27; 7:24-27).
METAPHOR: It is a similitude without the words of comparison. It is an implied
comparison. It is the carrying over or a transferring the sense of one word to another.
(Jeremiah 2:13; Genesis 49:21, 27; Matthew 5:13-14; 26:26-28; Luke 13:31-32; John 3:3-
5; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8).

ALLEGORY: The Allegory, Metaphor, and Simile are all dealing with resemblances. In
the Simile, the resemblance is expressed in form; in the Metaphor, the formal comparison
is dropped; in the Allegory, both the formal comparison and the principal are dropped,
and the secondary subject is described by itself, leaving the application entirely to the
reader. (Psalm 80:8-13; Ecclesiastes 12:2-6; Matthew 9:16-17; Ephesians 6:11-17;
Galatians 4:21, etc.).

RIDDLE: An analogy written up as a puzzle. (Judges 14:14).

HYPERBOLE: An expression in which is an exaggeration of a meaning intended to be
conveyed, or by which things are represented as much greater or less, better or worse,
than they really are. (Numbers 13:33; Deuteronomy 1:28; Genesis 41:49; Judges 7:12;
Psalm 6:6-7; 22:6, 14).

IRONY or SARCASM: It is to say one thing while meaning another. It is a kind of
ridicule which exposes the errors or faults of others by seeming to adopt or defend them.
The two words are basically the same, the latter being more severe in degree and
intensity. (Matthew 27:29; Mark 15:31-32).

INTERROGATION: A figure of speech when used to affirm or deny with great force. It
is no longer an inquiry, but used to state the end of the matter. (John 7:50-51; 1
Corinthians 9:1; 12:29-30; Hebrews 1:14; Job 11:7; Romans 8:31-35).

10) METONYMY: It is to employ one name or word for another. Example: “4 man has a

clear head "—that is, an understanding or a good mind. It is used in three basic areas:

a) The Cause. The cause is stated when the effect is intended. (Ephesians 4:20;
Colossians 3:4; 2 Corinthians 3:6; John 6:36) Parents are put for their children
(Genesis 9:25-27; 49:7; Numbers 23:7; Malachi 1:2-3). Authors are put for their
works (Luke 16:29-31; 24:27; Acts 15:21; 2 Corinthians 3:15).

b) The Effect. The effect is put for the cause (Ecclesiastes 11:1; Matthew 13:37-38).
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¢) The Subject. The subject is announced, while some property belonging to it is
referred to (Deuteronomy 6:5; 1 Samuel 1:13; Luke 2:19). The container is put for
the contained (Genesis 6:11; John 3:16; Psalm 105:38; Matthew 3:56 Ezekiel
18:31). The possessor is put for the thing possessed (Deuteronomy 9:1-3; Psalm
79:7). Actions are said to be performed when they have only been permitted
(Jeremiah 4:10; 1:10; Matthew 16:19; John 20:23).

11) PERSONIFICATION: Inanimate things are spoken of as animated, or endowed with
volition; or animals are endowed with feelings and activities akin to those of man
(Numbers 16:31-32; Job 28:14; Psalm 114:3-4; Isaiah 14:7-8; Matthew 6:34).

12) ANTHROPOMORPHISM: The ascribing of human forms or attributes to God (Exodus
33:22-23).

13) SYNECDOCHE: Where one speaks of the whole by a part, or a part by using a term
denoting the whole. This is used in various ways:

a) A whole for a part (Acts 24:5; 19:27; Luke 2:1)

b) A part for the whole (Genesis 46:27; Romans 10:17)

¢) Time is put for a part of the time (Matthew 12:40).

d) Plural put for the singular (Genesis 8:4; 19:29; 46;7)

e) Singular put for the plural (Exodus 8:17; 13:15; Leviticus 11:29)

f) Definite put for the indefinite (Isaiah 40:2; Deuteronomy 1:11; 1 Corinthians
14:19)

14) PROVERB: A short pithy sentence containing a complete and valuable thought. It may
be constructed of several different figures of speech, and when they are employed within
a proverb, the rules that relate to their interpretation should be used. The proverb was
used to make the truth appear in greater forcefulness.

WHY USE FIGURES OF SPEECH?

Several possible reasons might be given. The following are some of the more obvious
reasons that could be given:

1) Figurative language can add beauty to the language.

2) It can illustrate and explain meanings.

3) It can describe the indescribable (Heaven or Hell).

4) It does not teach new truth, but illustrates truth taught elsewhere in Scripture. It must
therefore be in harmony with the literal, plain passages.

5) It can make truth easier to remember.

COMMON SENSE RULES FOR UNDERSTANDING FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

1) Determine what kind of a figure it is.

2) Follow the author’s explanation, if he gives one (Luke 8:11; 12:16-21).

3) Be sure to harmonize the figurative with the literal.

4) Be sure to harmonize the figurative with the customs of the times (Revelation 22:15;
Psalm 59:6).

5) Do not press the meaning too far.

6) Figures of speech change from passage to passage (Matthew 13:33; 16:6-12).
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Listed below are types of figures of speech discussed in this lesson. Please draw a line
from the figure of speech term to the appropriate Scripture that illustrates it.

PARABLE

FABLE

SIMILE
METAPHOR
ALLEGORY
RIDDLE
HYPERBOLE
IRONY, SARCASM
INTERROGATION
METONYMY
PERSONIFICATION

ANTHROPOMORPHISM

Matthew 28:3
2 Samuel 1:23
1 Peter 4:18
Luke 14:15-24
Matthew 10:34
Habakkuk 3:10
Matthew 5:13
Ezekiel 17:3-21
Judges 9:8-20
1 Kings 18:27
Ruth 2:12

Galatians 4:21-31



Introducing the Bible Page 39

Lesson Ten

“Four Methods of Bible Study”

According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the Bible is able to make us complete and adequately
furnished to all good works...... but only if we properly understand its teachings and follow
them. And one of the things that should be obvious to all is that religious people do not
understand the Bible correctly—else, why do we have all the many different churches teaching
different things? If we are all reading the same book, shouldn’t we all come up with the same
understanding? We should, but we don’t—Why?

We have already shown in Lesson #8 that much of the problem lies in the wrong
approaches to the Bible. If the Bible is approached wrong, there is no way it will be understood
correctly. But, we also believe another reason for the problem of understanding the Bible is in
the area of what is called “Hermeneutics.” This is a Greek word meaning “to interpret, or to
explain.” Past lessons have looked at various things that help to make understanding of the Bible
easier and correct. Hermeneutics looks for the following things:

1) General principles that apply to understanding all language and writing.
2) Special areas that require special rules: History, Poetry, Prophecy.

3) Understanding figures of speech.

4) Common Sense Rules that help to understand the proper use of language.

Another field of study that affects the outcome of correct Bible understanding is
“Textual Criticism.” This is where efforts are made to collect and compare ancient manuscripts,
versions, and quotations of the Bible in order to come up with the original text in Hebrew or
Greek. It is an effort to arrive at the “exact words” of the original texts so they can then be
translated into other language accurately. This is often identified with the preservation and the
integrity of the Bible. All the evidence points toward a very accurate Bible!

Another field of study is called “Biblical Introduction.” This is where scholar research
to establish the age of a book of the Bible, its authorship, and its genuineness. It also usually
gives a brief overview of the general contents, character and value of each book of the Bible.
This field is well documented and accepting of the Books of our present Bible.

A fourth field of study is referred to as “Exegesis.” The outcome of this field of study is
to correctly teach the ideas and thoughts of the original writers, as well as to make application of
these principles and laws.

It should be obvious from the above information that we all have the same books of the
Bible, we have the same text of the Bible, but for some reason we are not using the same rules,
principles, and approaches to the Bible—and thus, come up with all kinds of different ideas. I
hope that we can see from this where our problems lie and will help point to the proper area of
effort to be made to correct our understanding of the Bible by all. We would next like to look at
four basic methods of approaching the Bible in order to come up with the Truth of God.
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FOUR BASIC METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY

We are not talking about attitudes with which we approach the Bible. We tried to list

several wrong attitudes that we definitely need to avoid in our lives. But, we are talking about the

‘6h0W7’

of studying the Bible—the method of approach that produces the desire results of a

correct understanding of the sacred Scriptures.

)

2)

3)

4)

An over-all picture of the Bible. This requires a constant, systematic reading of the
Bible all along. It requires an arranging of the books to be read in their proper historical
order and trying to fit them into a proper background. A fifteen-point outline of the Bible
would certainly be helpful in placing all your reading under each of those headings. You
will certainly not remember all you read, but you will get an over-all understanding of the
Word of God from reading properly. One of the main things that you should come up
with is the knowledge of the three major divisions of God working with mankind. There
is what is called the Patriarchal System where God spoke directly to the father. The
Gentile world was under this system until the coming of Christ. The Mosaic System was
ushered in when God gave through Moses His special Law for the Jewish nation. They
were under this Law until Christ came. Upon the coming of Christ, the third system was
ushered in—The Christian System. The beginning point of this third system was recorded
in Acts chapter 2 with the beginning of the church or spiritual kingdom of God.
Study the Bible book by book. There are some 66 individual books of the Bible to be
understood. They were generally given one book at a time. They are all tied together, but
can be studied individually. Following are some suggestions to be followed in this
method of study:

a) Arrange books in their chronological order.

b) Study the introduction to each book.

c) Read through the book more than once to get a clear picture of its contents.

d) Outline the book under some major themes.

e) Look at other writings that can give a background to the book for better

understanding.

Subject or Topical Study of the Bible. This is where the student would gather all the
Scriptures on a given topic and them draw conclusions and lessons from all the facts
presented. No valid conclusion can be drawn until all the divine testimony has been heard
on the subject. One passage is usually not sufficient to base a doctrine on, and then try to
make all other passages conform to that doctrine. This is easily illustrated with the study
on giving, salvation, prayer, etc. All truth is harmonious and when compared, it will be
seen that truth next contradicts itself. When blessings are promised by God in a certain
passage, be sure to look in other passages to see if there are more conditions involved
than this one. (Romans 5:1; Mark 16:16). Let the Bible speak fully and freely on every
subject.
A Word study of the Bible. This is a very fruitful study, but requires some tools to aid in
proper understanding. One of the main dangers to avoid is to assume that all words have
the exact same meaning in very passage. To illustrate with the word “check”:

a) “It took several hours to check the fire.”

b) “He held the horses in check.”

c) “She examined the check list.”
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d) “The tablecloth had a green check.”

The context gives the solution to the varying shades of meaning of a word. Be sure that
you watch the context closely for this insight. An English Dictionary can help to give a
general use of the word in our world today, but may not be correct Biblically. So be
careful in using such. The Bible itself will often define a word for you.

TOOLS TO HELP WITH UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE

There are some tremendously helpful tools available at a reasonable price to help one in
his desire to learn the Word of God correctly. Following are just some of the basic books that
would be of help:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

Various translations of the Bible. There is one New Testament that compares some
26 versions of the Bible.

A large Bible concordance. This will help you locate a passage you are looking for,
or it will give you a listing of all the passages on a given topic or word.

Dictionaries and Lexicons. Both an English and Bible Dictionary will be helpful.
But a Lexicon defines the word from the original language and its use in the Bible.
But you have to know how to use a Hebrew or Greek Lexicon to benefit from such.
Word Study Books. Scholars pool a large collection of words from the Bible and
give Biblical information on them. Usually very helpful.

Commentaries on the Bible. These can be helpful, but you need to choose these
wisely because of so much false teaching that is done in many of these. Get some
helpful advice in choosing such.

There are many other books that can be helpful, but these are basic.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

How about having a church full of Bible scholars? What would be wrong with that? Is it
possible? It is not only possible, but desirable. The only catch is.....how do you get people to
really set their minds and hearts on learning the Word of God correctly and be able to teach it
effectively to others?

REVIEW QUESTIONS

(True or False)

1. The books of the Bible are in their chronological order.
2. Words in the Bible can be studied with an English Dictionary with no difficult in proper

understanding.

3. Textual Criticism is trying to find fault with the Biblical text.

4. Hermeneutics is an effort to discovery how to correctly understand the Bible text.

5. Tools for Bible study must be used with caution, depending upon what type of tool it is.
6. The Bible can make us complete even if we do not understand it correctly.

7. It is not wise to have too many people in the church who are Bible scholars.
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Lesson Eleven

“The Authority of the Bible”

The word “obey” is a very important word in the life of humans. The welfare of man
depends upon obedience, not rebellion! It is not those who obey the law, but those who disobey
it, who cause the problems. The Bible is very clear in its emphasis upon children obeying their
parents (Ephesians 6:1). Those who do not obey are a constant problem and a source of anxiety
and worry. Citizens who feel they have a right to decide which laws they will obey or ignore can
be a constant threat to society. A spirit of rebellion can wreck a society, a government, or our
world. It did Noah’s world! (2 Peter 2:4-6).

The same thing is true religiously! God is the ultimate source of all authority. We have a
choice as to whether we will submit to His authority or rebel. Jesus set the example—He came to
do the will of the Father. He did it perfectly and became our sacrifice for sin. If we respect God,
we will submit to His authority. He will no more tolerate rebellion is us than He would tolerate it
in Adam. A lack of respect for God’s authority caused Adam’s fall, the destruction of Noah’s
world, the fall of Israel and the apostasy of the church. And, it will be the reason for our being
lost eternally (Hebrews 5:8-9).

The Bible’s very existence is to express to man God’s Will for him...it is to acquaint us
with the authority of God. This authority is expressed through His Son and recorded in the New
Testament for mankind today (Matthew 7:29; 28:18-20; Hebrews 1:1-2). We show our respect
for God’s authority by doing what He tells us (Luke 6:46)—by being obedient! Authority is
basically defined as having the right to command and to punish the disobedient. God can and has
done both! The problem has always been from the beginning—-created beings wanting to usurp
the authority of God. Satan showed this mentality when he tried to get Mother Eve to reject
God’s authority over her. Ever since, this has been Satan’s desire...rebellion against the
authority of God! And, unfortunately, man is continually falling prey to his wiles (I Peter 5:8-9).
Man’s only protection against him is his faith in the Authority of the Word of God—“Resist
him, steadfast in the faith!”

THE QUESTION OF RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY

The crucial question in the religious world is—who is in charge or who has the authority
to tell man how to live and be acceptable to God? The Reformation Movement openly stated that
the Bible was to be man’s sole authority! But it is obvious that such was stated in theory only, for
in practice they denied such. They had a hard time giving up their false religious practices that
had been acceptable for hundreds of years—but with no real Bible authority! (Examples:
Sprinkling of infants, Creeds of men, Subjective emotional experiences over the Bible, human
names for their churches, wrong practices concerning the Lord’s Supper, etc.). Men take liberties
with the Word of God and think that it is alright. But in reality, it is a form of rebellion against
God’s authority. Men continually appeal to human authorities rather than to Bible authority. It
becomes a question of which do we respect—God or man? When Martin Luther stood before the
Roman Catholic Council, this is what they appealed to: “I am astonished at the humility and
diffidence with which the reverend Doctor undertakes to stand alone against so many illustrious
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fathers, thus affirming that he knows more of these things than the sovereign pontiff, the
councils, divines, and universities!....It would no doubt be very wonderful if God had hidden the
truth from so many saints and martyrs till the advent of the reverend father.” It was not an
appeal to Scripture, but to men’s thinking. It was going along with the crowd. “All these people
can’t be wrong!” or can they?

We must recognize a very basic idea...... That the Bible is not man’s effort to reach up to
God, but God’s effort to reach down to man. Man has everything to learn and nothing to teach
God. The Bible is the product of God teaching us what we need to learn. And, if we have any
sense at all, we will be obedient to what God says (Matthew 7:21). The opinions of men, human
wisdom, Creeds of men, our conscience, or our experiences should never be the basis of our
beliefs and practices religiously, especially when they are in conflict with the Bible. The road to
ruin is the road of disrespect for the Word of God.

THE BATTLE FOR THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE

If a person cannot establish or accept the fact that the Bible is the one and only source of
authority, the battle is already lost! Without a common standard by which to measure everything,
then there is no real authority. And mankind does what Israel did under the Judges: “In those
days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”

Probably one of the biggest battlegrounds over the authority of the Bible is over the
question of the inspiration of the Bible. It should be obvious, that if the Bible can be shown that
it is not an inspired revelation from God, then where is its authority? It is either inspired or it is
not! To claim that parts of it is inspired and other parts not is again to undermine the Bible’s
authority. Why? The answer is easy! Who determines which part is inspired and which part is
not? Man, of course, with his subjective experiences determines such. Then, it would seem that
some group of men that do this become God....and they become the authority—if you are
willing to listen to and submit to them. But if man’s wisdom and experience determines what is
inspired and what is not, why should I want to trust them? Why wouldn’t I want to follow my
own thinking rather than some other man’s thinking? And thus, “every man does what was right
in his own eyes.”

BY WHOSE AUTHORITY?

As Jesus taught in the Temple, the chief priests and the elders confronted Him with a
question: “By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”
(Matthew 21:23). This is certainly a legitimate question, but Jesus didn’t answer them because
they were dishonest and didn’t respect God’s authority themselves. They were just jealous for
their own authority over the people. Jesus had the full backing of the heavenly Father for what
He was teaching the people. He taught them only what the Father had given Him to speak (John
7:17; 8:28; Hebrews 1:1-2). We should never be ashamed to ask the question “By whose
authority?” It is a critical question! But we need to be honest and sincere in our questioning.
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HOW DOES GOD AUTHORIZE SOMETHING TO BE DONE?

The primary way God authorizes a thing would be by a direct statement. However, there
are different kinds of statements, such as: (1) Commands (2 Corinthians 11:24); (2) Statements
of facts (Mark 16:16); (3) Question (1 Corinthians 1:13); (4) Desire (2 Peter 3:9); and (5) A
Conditional statement (1 John 1:8-10), etc. It is important to realize which of these statements
would apply to us today in contrast to those under a different system before God. It is important
to recognize the difference between the specific nature of a command and its generic nature.
This area of study requires more time than can be given here. Please see the book
“Establishing Biblical Authority for our Beliefs and Practices.”

Another way God can indicate He wants something done is by a command and then
followed by an approved example to show how He wants it done. An example would be the
Lord’s Supper. It is commanded, and then examples are show as to when and how this should be
done (1 Corinthians 11:17-34, 16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Acts 2:42).

Another way that God can authorize something to be done is by inference. God wants His
people to worship Him (John 4:24) and He desires that we assemble together to do so (Hebrews
10:25). In order to carry out this command, it is necessary that we have a place to meet, a time to
meet, and a day to meet. All three of these things are inferred from statement of Scripture.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

All that we believe and do should have a “thus says the Lord” for it. We respect His
authority and want to do His Will in our lives. Becoming a Christian, living the Christian life,
sincere worship of God, having an assurance of our Hope in Christ all need to be based on what
God says, not man! Peter’s statement should constantly be on our lips as well, “We must obey
God, not man!” (Acts 5:29).

REVIEW QUESTIONS
(True or False)

1. To question the right of a person to teach certain things is wrong.

2. People never question Jesus because they were afraid of Him.

3. Inspiration of the Bible is critical in establishing the authority of the Bible.

4. Men are wise enough to tell which parts of the Bible are inspired and which are not.

5. Obedience and rebellion are critical concepts in the well-being of any family, church, or
country.

6. God does not punish man for his disobedience.

7. Noah was saved in spite of his disobedience to God.

8. To lose respect for the Bible is to lose respect for God.

9. Parents disrespect for the Bible at times will not have an adverse effect upon their
children.

____10. The Reformation Movement advocated that the Bible be the sole authority in religion.
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Lesson Twelve

“What the Bible can do?

The Bible makes a series of remarkable claims for itself, as well as, for what it can do for
man. In regards to its claims about itself:

1) It claims to be an inspired revelation from God to man (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21;
John 16:13-15; Acts 2:1-4). That those men who wrote the Bible down did not write their
own thoughts, but the thoughts that God gave them through His Holy Spirit.

2) It claims to be a perfect law by which man can become complete and furnished
completely for any good work (James 1:25; 2 Timothy 3:17).

3) That those who would reject this book (John 12:48) or pervert it (Galatians 1:6-9) have
the curse of God placed upon their soul.

These claims are not frivolous, but rather serious! If true, then they are an authoritative guide for
man to reach unto God. If false, they should be readily rejected as such. The only problem then
would be, “to whom shall we go?” (John 6:68). Who or what contains or speaks the words that
lead to eternal life?

The Bible has many enemies that would like to undermine the above claims. In stead of
accepting it as the Word of God and respecting it, they will use every deceitful way possible to
alter it, up-date it, modernize it, bemean it, or change it to their liking. Those who are caught up
in their deceptions will blindly follow the blind into destruction.

Those who have accepted the above claims about the origin and authority of the Bible
will also rejoice in the believing of another area of claims that it makes about itself—the power
to do a lot of things for mankind. This lesson is designed to look at the long list of things that the
Bible claims it can do for man.

THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD

If the Bible is from God, we would naturally expect it to do good things for mankind.
And the Bible does not disappoint us! It makes many claims about its power to accomplish good
for those who seek to believe and obey its precepts.

1. It has the power to save or convert the soul to God. (Psalm 19:7; Romans 1:16). But it
only has this power when its message is heard (1 Corinthians 1:21; Acts 11:13-14),
believed (Romans 10:17; 1 Corinthians 15:2), and obeyed (James 1:21-25; Hebrews 5:8-
9; James 2:24). There are no Christians where the Word of God has not gone! The soul is
persuaded by the Word of God to turn from disobedience to be an obedient believer.

2. It has the power to beget us unto God. (1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Peter 1:23). The Word of
God is the seed (Luke 8:11) that is planted in good and honest hearts that will bring forth
a new child unto God (John 3:3-5) when believed and obeyed.

3. It has the power to cleanse us before God. (John 15:3; 17:17) The cleansing or
purifying takes place when we obey the truth (the Word of God)(1 Peter 1:22). It is the
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10.

11.

Word of God that is able to sanctify us as well. It calls upon us to separate ourselves from
all defilement and live a life of righteousness unto God, which will make us fit to be used
by God (John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 2 Timothy 2:19-21).

It has the power to give us all things that pertain to life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3).
This knowledge comes from Jesus. He has given us all we need in order to have life and
to live godly lives.

It has the power to make us complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2
Timothy 3:16-17). The knowledge and directions are given, but we must hear and
respond to what is given to us.

It has the power to set us free. (John 8:31-32). We are set free when we follow Jesus
and believe and obey his truth. This freedom is from the bondage and hold of sin over our
lives because we made a decision to die to the way of sin and buried the old man of sin,
and were cleansed by the blood of Christ to be raised up to walk in newness of life
(Romans 6:1-6, 16-18).

It has the power to enlighten our minds and hearts. (Psalm 119:130). But it can only
do so if we will open our hearts to its message (James 1:21). It can make us wise when
we follow its directions (James 3:13, 17-18).

It has the power to reveal to us the thoughts and intents of our hearts. (Hebrews
4:12). It is pictured as the sword of the Spirit with which he accomplishes His purposes in
our lives (Ephesians 6:17)

It has the power to keep us from sinning. (Psalm 119:11). It can accomplish this
because we listen to its instructions and are obedient.

It has the power to give us an inheritance. (Acts 20:32).But it can only give it to those
who will submit their lives to it.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The above promises that God makes to us concerning His Word should be received with

thanksgiving and great respect. We should be able to say with the Psalmist: “O how love I thy
law, it is my meditation all the day.” (Psalm 119:97). We have at our figure tips the world’s
greatest source of wisdom—the Word of God! How do we treat it?

AN OVER-ALL REVIEW OF THIS STUDY

1. What are some reasons for Bible Study?

2. What are some names for the Bible?

3. Why believe in the inspiration of the Bible?

4. What does the term inspiration mean?
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5. How has the Bible been preserved?

6. What is Textual Criticism?

7. What is Hermeneutics?

8. What are some improper approaches to the Bible?

9. What is the proper approach to the Bible?

10. What are four ways to approach a study of the Bible?

(True or False)

1. There is no difference between inspiration and revelation.

2. A person’s attitude towards inspiration will not greatly determine whether he obeys
its commands.

3. The first complete English translation of the Bible was by John Wycliffe.

4. The Bible was not completely gathered together in its present form until the 5™
century.

5. A valid conclusion must have all the facts harmonized.

6. About 3000 years passed in the history of mankind before the Bible began to be
written down.

7. A few original Mss of the Old Testament have been found.

8. There are two kinds of judging—righteous and unrighteous.

9. God does not expect us to understand His Word.

___10. Refusal to listen to Christ could be because of prejudice.

DISCUSSION
1. Be ready to discuss: “How do we know that we have the same Bible today as that first given
by God?”

2. Be ready to discuss why it is important to have an authoritative standard for our beliefs and
practices.

3. Discuss ways that we can show disrespect for the Word of God












